B RADLEY H ILLS P RESBYTERIAN C HURCH

2011 A NNUAL R EPORT
Dear friends,
If there was a mission statement for the Old Testament it might well be ―Hear, O Israel, the Lord is
our God, the Lord is one,‖ contained in Deuteronomy 6:4. These words from the Torah are widely
considered the central part of Jewish prayer services
because they articulate the heart of Jewish monotheism. These words are called the ―Shema‖ which is the
Hebrew word for ―Hear.‖ The Shema begins with
―Hear‖ because, at a time of oral traditions and transmission of information, hearing was central to understanding. Jesus said ―Let those with ears to hear,
hear‖ for much the same reason.
If one were to walk through and around Bradley
Hills and just listen to the sounds, one would gain a
pretty good understanding of what is going on at the
church.
Often I walk down the halls of the church and hear
the sound of children laughing. During the week,
it‘s often coming from the nursery school. On
weekends, the sounds are increasingly coming from
our growing Sunday school classes. Our chancel is
full of kids during worship, we confirmed 13 youth
in May, took 27 youth and adults on a mission trip
last June and held our Bible Music Camp in August
and Christmas pageant in December, each with
more than 60 kids participating.
On Sundays one continues to hear the sound of
members sharing a sign of peace to welcome visitors.
Some week days I like to sit on my office sofa with
the office door wide open to hear Kyle Babin practicing the organ. It‘s a privilege to hear such a fine
musician. But then you know that. As you attend
worship you get to experience the gifts of our chancel choir, bell choir, and the musicians in our concert series. We now have terrific children‘s choirs
that sing during worship and provide important
learning opportunities for our kids.
If you were to walk down the hall of our main floor
on some Monday evenings or Tuesday mornings
each month you might hear the clanging of pots and
pans as our new local kitchen ministry started this
year to cook for and help the homeless and others in
our community.

I cannot tell you how many times I have heard a
member of our congregation utter the words ―thank
you,‖ ―angel,‖ and ―Parish Nurse Joanie Friend,‖ in
the same sentence.
If one were to pass the sanctuary on a Tuesday or
Wednesday morning one might hear the chant of
prayers from our early morning devotion groups.
Our spirituality groups are going strong. We added
a men‘s spiritual fellowship and strengthened our
weekly Bible study this year. We listened to some
very fine adult education speakers this year as well.
When one attends our congregational meals, congregational life events, receptions, and Gathering Space
coffee-hours, one hears the warm conversations of
longtime friends.
One might hear the sound of pencils and pens
scratching away on notepads as our hardworking lay
ministries develop their programming. One might
hear the diversity of voices raised as our congregation engages in interfaith dialogue. One might hear
good wishes shared in love by a congregation that
genuinely likes each other and believes God has given us our faith to help us serve our world.
As you‘ll see from the pages to follow, this has been
a good year for Bradley Hills. A hard year as well as
many of us lost loved ones. And hard for us all as
with pride mixed with the sadness of transition, we
celebrated Scott‘s ministry with us. But a good year
too. Again we finished the year with a balanced
budget, grew our membership and programming
and saw the number of folks pledging to support our
ministries increase.
As we look to face the challenge of an aging building
and the opportunities of dreaming about what kind
of church we want to be 5 or 10 years from now, we
can do so from a place of confidence and health.
One hears, sees and feels that health as one walks
down the halls of our beloved church and listens.
One hears the sounds of people who belong to each
other and to their God.
Thank you, friends, for the privilege of being in ministry with you. I am looking forward to the year to
come.
In Christ‘s love,

Rev. Dr. David E. Gray
Pastor/Head of Staff
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D IRECTOR OF M USIC —K YLE B ABIN

Dr. Kyle Babin

In the fall of 2011, we began our second year of the expanded children‘s music program. The
Children‘s Choir now meets twice weekly, for a total of 1.5 hours per week. The choir has
grown significantly this past year, and we currently have 14 dedicated choristers who are using
the Voice for Life training curriculum sponsored by the Royal School of Church Music in
America. The Cherub Choir, led by Margit Herfarth and Jennifer Anderson, consists of
children who are too young for the Children‘s Choir or for other children who do not wish to
be members of the Children‘s Choir, and it remains a vital part of our music ministry. The
Youth Choir still meets infrequently, but youth musical participation has occurred on
occasional Sundays and most notably at the Christmas Pageant. We have also attracted several
new members to the Chancel Choir this past year, most of whom joined the choir from outside
Bradley Hills.
Our concert series continues to thrive, with five scheduled concerts this season. At the
November 19 recital, $1,078 was raised to benefit Bethesda Cares, Inc. Our concert series
remains an effective means of mission and evangelism at Bradley Hills. Also, Bradley Hills is
once again becoming a coveted venue for recitals, concerts, and recordings by outside groups.

D IRECTOR OF C HRISTIAN E DUCATION —N OELLE C ASTIN

Noelle Castin

Greetings! 2011 has been a wonderful year of growth for the children and youth programs at
Bradley Hills. I am so thankful to a number of dedicated volunteers who nurture and continue to
help develop a spiritual foundation for children of all ages. This is fostered through programs
such as Church School, Bible Music Camp, mission trips, service projects, intergenerational activities and celebrations, and the Christmas Pageant and Potluck to name just a few. Our programs are successful, due in large part, to our devoted volunteers and staff. As we ring in the
new year, I look forward to building upon this momentum, offering new volunteer opportunities, and continuing to provide quality, faith based programs for children, youth, and families. In
order to maintain the momentum we have with our growing programs, more volunteers are
necessary for their continued success. If you love to work with children and/or youth and feel
called by God to help with this important ministry of the church, please let me know. Thank
you so much for your continued support of the spiritual education and development of the children in our church family!
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C ONNECTIONAL M INISTRIES
My central role as Coordinator of Connectional Ministries has been to reach out to visitors and
welcome them into our faith community, let them know about upcoming social events,
introduce them to other members, and inform them about the membership process.
Another part of my position has been to attend new member classes, follow up with new
members after they join the church, and serve as a resource as they seek to become more
involved in the life of the church. We are called by God to serve and to share of the many gifts
with which we have been blessed. It is my goal, through gentle encouragement and nurturing,
that every new member feel they are a valued and vital part of this congregation.

Susie Wellman

Most of those who have joined in the last two years are actively involved in some aspect of the
life of the church, including serving on Chancel Guild, ushering, taking part in the new Kitchen
Ministry, or regularly participating in one of the Lay Ministries. Becoming involved in a Lay
Ministry helps us to get to know others, to grow in faith, and to fulfill not only our obligation to
be faithful members of Bradley Hills, but to become spiritually fulfilled through Christian
service. Please let me know if you would like help in getting connected and sharing your
talents.

P ARISH N URSE —J OANIE F RIEND
I am now entering my 13th year as your parish nurse and there is no such thing as a typical day.
In addition to hours of phone time, I might be found accompanying folks to medical
appointments, e-mailing family members, visiting continuing care communities with folks to
evaluate them, explaining hospice care to a family, visiting members, attending professional
meetings, e-mailing the prayer list, writing an article for the BHX, filling the pamphlet display
outside of my office with Care Notes or health information, reading a professional book,
organizing a flu clinic, checking the automatic defibrillator, replenishing the first aid kits, or
many other things.
Fortunately, I am not alone in ministering to the health-related needs of Bradley Hills members!
I can and do call on other health professionals and the Deacons to help. I also work with David
to meet pastoral care needs and prayer concerns.
I continue to be active in the Holy Cross Hospital Faith Community Network. As Parish Nurse
Consultant and secretary of the Presbyterian Health Network, I try to raise awareness of health
ministry and provide support to churches interested in establishing a program. This group has
prepared worship packets for Caregiver Sunday and Health Awareness Sunday in the PCUSA.
My call is to be present to people caring for themselves and others in achieving wholeness of
body, mind and spirit. My hope is to get to know even more of you in the coming year.
Blessings, Joanie

Joanie Friend

"Do you not know
that your body is a
temple of the Holy
Spirit, who is in
you, whom you
have received from
God? . . .
Therefore honor
God with your
body,"
1Cor. 6:19-20
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C OORDINATOR FOR S PIRITUAL L IFE —G AIL B ROWN
Every Tuesday morning from 8:00 - 8:30 am there is an opportunity for anyone to come and
experience silent prayer in a group setting. We begin with lectio divina (a form of sacred
reading), usually from Nan Merrill‘s, Psalms for Praying, to lead us into the silence. We
conclude with intercessory prayer.

Gail Brown

Every 2nd Wednesday of the month and weekly during lent, from 7:00 – 8:00 am, there is a
Daybreak Devotion worship service. It includes music, a meditation, silence and communion.
Marilyn Alberts provides the inspiring music for this service.
A spiritual formation group meets in the spring and the fall. We use various materials to help
facilitate a deeper relationship with God. The group is a community of seekers who commit to a
prayer life and share how each person experiences God and their response to that experience.
The annual women‘s retreat was held last April at Hallowood Retreat Center at the base of
Sugarloaf Mountain. The theme was Finding God in All Things.
Twenty women gathered for a weekend to experience God in community, in the beauty of the
grounds, and in the wisdom of the scripture. We all left filled with the Spirit, inspired to serve
God in new ways.
Thank you for the opportunity to help facilitate and journey with you as we all seek to find God
in all things.
God‘s grace, Gail

P ERSONNEL L AY M INISTRY
The Personnel Lay Ministry (PLM) works with the staff of Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church
(BHPC) in the context of BHPC‘s core values. We have shared the joys and challenges of this
responsibility during 2011. Representing you on this lay ministry are Andrew Milne, Mary Todd
Peterson (Session Member), Cathie Lutter (Chair), Dave Burgett, and Joan Burns.
Personnel Matters: We said farewell to Scott Winnette as he left us to become Senior Pastor
of Rockville United and conducted a search for an interim associate pastor. Session and the presbytery‘s Committee on Ministry approved our call to Juli Wilson-Black who will begin as Interim Associate Pastor on January 2, 2012.

Welcome Juli Wilson-Black
Interim Associate Pastor

Administrative: Session approved an increase in Farid Beltran‘s weekly hours to 37.5. We
celebrated Amy de Court's 15 years of service as Manager of Financial Services and Gail Brown‘s
5 years of service as Coordinator for Spiritual Life. In May and June we gathered input from the
lay ministries and Session for staff evaluations. We welcomed Jill Lum and Marty Albershardt as
Parish Associates and renewed our Parish Associate agreement with Tom Jones.
Thank You! With pleasure, we made a contribution to the staff holiday celebration and sent
cards to all members of the staff in December as symbols of our appreciation for their excellence, talent, energy and grace. We thank God for their service in our vigorous congregation!
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P ROPERTY M ANAGEMENT L AY M INISTRY
The Property Management Lay Ministry supports the work of the church, ensuring our mission to the world by providing a
safe, functional, and well-maintained environment for action and reflection on God‘s Word. The committee and Facilities
Manager, Farid Beltran, focus attention on capital and maintenance items, cost reducing measures, and energy efficiency.
The committee continued its regular activities of property management, contract negotiations with users who include the
Nursery School and BJC, communication with users and congregants to ensure that programs‘ needs are met, and support of
fellowship and grounds improvements by holding Spring Fling and Fall Call. With establishment of the Earth Care Council,
maintenance, energy consumption practices, and applications for funding all emphasized our ongoing pursuit of carbon footprint reduction for the church facility. A new church user policy was initiated, clarifying user responsibilities and supporting
staff oversight of the building. Congregants are encouraged to use the building and grounds outside of worship. A new entry
system increases building security and permits easier access. A significant improvement to the Memorial Hall entry was overseen by the Accessibility Task Force. A comprehensive capital reserve study by Miller + Dodson Associates outlines necessary
replacements over a thirty year period. Expected capital replacement costs of $1,119,565 over the coming years and ongoing
funding of a capital reserve require the committee, staff, and Session to work closely to craft a realistic, yet aggressive approach
to the study‘s findings. 2012 is a year for opportunity.

F INANCIAL S TEWARDSHIP L AY M INISTRY
2011 was another year of financial challenges, both for the American economy and for Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church. We
at Bradley Hills continued our determined efforts to grow and to help others. Bradley Hills members and friends contributed
over $900,000, or $32,000 more than had been budgeted. Pledged income, which accounts for over 90% of personal
contributions to the Church, fell only slightly short of budget expectations. That shortage, however, was more than offset by
several generous one time gifts to BHPC. Thanks to admirable spending restraint on the part of Lay Ministry chairs, we were
able to end the year with a modest surplus of $35,000. We deeply appreciate the faithful giving of so many members and
friends who enabled Bradley Hills to remain financially healthy.
The stewardship campaign resulted in $813,000 in pledges for 2012. This is about the same as was received as pledged income
in 2011. While that is actually a gratifying result in light of the current economy, the lack of an increase in pledged giving for
2012 will present challenges for the coming year. Some difficult decisions will have to be made between priorities for
building, mission giving, staff changes, and other lay ministry activities.
After a gain in 2010, the Church‘s endowment funds are $388,345 as of December 31, 2011 from $399,424 as of January 1,
2011. In accordance with the Church's investment policy, $20,066.36 (5%) was withdrawn during 2011 and used to support
the Church's operations. Many thanks to Investment Subcommittee chair Mary Todd Peterson for her leadership in 2011.
In 2012, Bradley Hills looks forward to continuing the implementation of the Planned Giving Program. It is important that
Bradley Hills members and friends can leave a legacy, both spiritual and financial, that evidences their gratitude for the good
lives they have enjoyed.
Respectfully submitted, Alvin Stenzel, Chair, Todd McCreight, Chuck Weir, Sarah Allan, Sara Jordan, Ed Hauck, Session
Representative to Financial Stewardship, Amy de Court, Manager of Financial Services
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O UTREACH AND N EW M EMBER L AY M INISTRY
Our ministry‘s new name reflects our three goals—helping Bradley Hills ―reach out‖ to the community to encourage visitors,
reaching out to those who do decide to come through our doors, and helping new members engage in the life of the church.
Welcoming has been our theme this year, as we initiated or re-energized several efforts:




created new visitor welcome packets, including a revised children and youth brochure,
facilitated usher/greeter training on welcoming visitors, and
began a campaign to encourage members to wear their name tags as a way to be more welcoming to visitors and to each
other.

Our lay ministry hosted three sets of new member classes as we welcomed 35 adult active new members this year. We worked
with Susie Wellman, Coordinator of Connectional Ministries, on ways to get new members involved in church activities. We
led this summer‘s successful lemonade stands hosted by new members and others. Our promotional activities included
newspaper advertising for Easter and Christmas services, invitations to Bible Music Camp families to join us year round, and a
flyer about our Advent and Christmas activities for BHPC Nursery School families.
This year we also spent extensive time preparing to enhance our community outreach, involving both new members and Session
in identifying the most important and unique characteristics of BHPC. We are using the results in developing a new logo and tag
line, text for our print and web materials, and a consistent ―look‖ for the website and other materials.
Website and Electronic Ministry A vibrant website is a critical tool for outreach and church involvement. This year we
began the process of redesigning our website to both help those seeking a church learn about Bradley Hills and to help new and
existing members more fully engage in the life of the church. We met with congregation members, Session, and staff to
determine desired objectives and features of the new website. Through numerous interviews we determined a path to
delivering these features. We went through a Request for Proposals (RFP) process to select professional website development
and graphical design companies to guide the church in this effort. We applied for and received a grant from Presbytery and
together with donations specifically for the website we have funded this initiative. Groups have begun meeting to make this a
reality. Stay tuned in 2012.

E DUCATION & N URTURE L AY M INISTRY
The Education & Nurture Lay Ministry is charged with evangelizing and expanding church member‘s faith and knowledge
through education and spiritual guidance. We strive to provide quality programming for all ages (Children, Youth & Adult) that
is accessible to all and is fulfilling in both heart and mind. In 2012, we seek to encourage church members to make a two hour
commitment on Sunday mornings that encompasses both education and worship. This will help make new members quickly
feel welcome, existing members feel at home, and foster congregational relationships that will increase our weekly attendance
and congregational body at large.
Youth Ministry The Youth Ministry coordinates and supports the education, fellowship, and mission activities of the youth
in grades 6-12. 2011 was a year full of memorable experiences! We have seen an increase in average attendance for Church
School (6-8 youth) and Sunday Evening Fellowship (10-15 youth). We provided a monthly service opportunity for the youth,
including: helping at Poplar Spring Animal Sanctuary, creating care packages for our college students, and sorting clothes during Advent for families served by the Anacostia Children‘s Center. Thirteen Confirmands joined the church in May, 22 youth
volunteered their time and talents at our annual Bible Music Camp, and we sponsored Venture Crew 27. We continue mindful
conversations of current social issues relevant to our youth.
Thanks to the generosity of our members, we had three very successful fundraisers for our summer mission trip to Ghost
Ranch. We raised approximately $21,000, providing 18 youth and 8 adults partial funding to attend the Youth Service Corps
program working on meaningful projects on the ranch and in diverse surrounding communities.
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E DUCATION & N URTURE L AY M INISTRY (continued)
We also celebrated Pastor Scott Winnette‘s 15 years of ministry on October 16th. Scott was dedicated to the spiritual formation and mission experiences of all youth. We look forward to fostering and creating relevant, faith-based experiences for
our youth in 2012.
Children's Ministry Children's Ministry celebrates another successful year ministering to the youngest in our church family, children ages birth to fifth grade. We have seen tremendous growth in our church school classes and nursery. We celebrate
the dedication of our 20 church school teachers and our two loving nursery caregivers. In 2011 we adopted Christian education milestones (approved by Session) to guide us as we educate our children. All church school classes participated in some
form of worship leadership. We started a very successful Friday morning parent/child play group as an outreach to the community. We successfully partnered with Geneva Presbyterian for Bible Music Camp with 64 children attending. Twenty-two
youth and 25 adults volunteered their time and talents helping with camp. We also presented Bibles to ten 3rd graders, organized an Intergenerational Advent celebration, presented Good Deed Mangers (with the help of our youth) to 18 first graders.
We ended the year organizing our Christmas pageant, with more than 50 children participating, followed by an allcongregation potluck and caroling. We look forward to exploring new ways to minister to our children and their families in
2012.
The Adult Education Ministry supports Christian discipleship and the faith development of the Bradley Hills community.
Over the past year our programs have addressed








how we deepen personal spiritual lives through disciplines of spiritual practice
how we can sustain and develop our faith by doing for one what we wish we could do for everyone within or local community
what we can do to be stewards of our environment to counter destructive trends
how we can recognize and apply the tenets of our faith to ethical challenges posed by breakthroughs in medicine and communications
how we can live as faithful Christians in an uncertain world
the role that the Presbyterian Church has played since its inception to the present day
how we study scripture to discern messages central to our lives

We have been blessed to have presentations from BHPC members and staff who are experts and/or advocates in these areas as
well as experts who live in the Washington D. C. area.
The Ministry members include Carol Conrad, Dennis Conrad, Gretchen Gaines, Cindy Geer, Marilyn Jacox, Linda Kauskay,
Nancy Leidenfrost, Terry Nagy, Carol Starr, and Tom Whitley.
Intercongregational Partnership Committee The partnership between Bradley Hills and Bethesda Jewish Congregation
has become, over the years, what former Pastor Susan Andrews called ―spiritual siblings sharing sacred space‖. Respect,
friendship and willingness to take on hard issues have grown along the way. Refresh your memory and read the beautiful partnership agreement that hangs in the Gathering Space under the TV screen.
The Darfur Interfaith Network has a member from each congregation and the IPC on its board, and we have worked to sponsor a yearly rally and raise funds for suffering refugees. Watch our bulletin board and the newsletter for this year‘s effort to
support one of 41 schools to be built by a foundation called Sudan Sunrise, founded by Manute Bol, a Sudanese-American and
basketball star.
We have since reached out to the Al Jaferia mosque, and have formed a friendship with that congregation as well. Members of
that community have joined us in many ways, including our early Thanksgiving Interfaith Service and Brunch, mission work, a
Women‘s Circle and a New Story Leadership event held here last summer. The collection from our Thanksgiving service
went to support that effort this year. The State Department has written about our joint service on their web site. Our cochairs wrote a letter objecting to Congressman Peter King‘s destructive stance on the radicalization in the American Muslim
Community, which was entered in to the Congressional Record. This action was approved by both the Session and the Board
of BJC. We have also had a series of pot luck suppers in homes of members from each congregation, and respect and understanding grows even further, which was and remains our purpose.
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C HURCH & S OCIETY L AY M INISTRY

Local Mission
New Kitchen Ministry The leadership of Susie Wellman enabled the February launch of a new Bradley Hills‘ Kitchen
Ministry to supply meals for the homeless and working poor reached through Bethesda Cares. Volunteers prepare, deliver and
serve 50 home-cooked meals every second Tuesday. Additional meals are provided on that day for Friends‘ Club lunch
program.
Lenten Service Day – April 16, 2011 Lenten Day of Service brought the congregation together for a diversity of mission
activities focused on local concerns by organizing a Manna Smart Sacks project that brought packages of food for local school
children who might otherwise go hungry on weekends, collecting for Bethesda Cares and cleaning supplies for Cordell Avenue
Apartments, making paper cranes for Japanese tsunami victims, preparing casseroles in the church kitchen for Community
Vision‘s meal program for the homeless and landscaping at Dennis Avenue Clinic.
Habitat Women Build and NCCF Block Party In October several BHPC women attended a Women Build project to
help rehab a house for a young family, and BHPC participated with Bethesda Jewish Congregation for a day of service at
National Center for Children and Families to plant, paint a new Donation Center room and organize donations for household
and school.

Global Mission
Uganda Health Project June Kyakobye visited eastern Uganda Buyobo Village Health Teams project and reports that it is a
remarkably successful sustainable model of health care delivery. The innovative partnership of BHPC and BBCDA is the first
volunteer program to function successfully in this region. June remarks upon volunteer health workers‘ impressive good
health, intelligence and confidence. The District Health Educator and Red Cross executives praised the volunteers for
improving all health indicators for their community. The impact of the program is increased community confidence and
stronger local initiative in caring for its most vulnerable members.
Middle East Interfaith collaboration among BHPC, BJC and Idara Mosque culminated in support for New Story Leadership,
which recruits young interns from Israel and Palestine to share their stories of hope in a ‗new narrative‘ for the region. Over
200 attendees gathered in Covenant Hall on July 10, 2011 to hear and engage with four NSL interns. BHPC also supports
Tent of Nations and Al-Watan in Hebron, for their work in self development, sustainability, advocacy, peacemaking and nonviolence and Al Ahli Hospital in Gaza to provide critically needed health care services to residents on the brink of starvation
and environmental collapse.
Pakistan -- FC College in Lahore The BHPC-FCC partnership continues to thrive. In March the FCC Dean of Students
spoke to a full house at a lovely pot luck supper generously hosted by the Cylkes. Cindy Geer and Ruth Forman were honored
for exemplary support for the Asia project. Contributions to the Endowment for Higher Education in Asia have reached
$49,271.96. Support for FCC scholarships totaled $11,654 in 2011. George and Leslye Johnson reported at a well-attended
event on September 10 on their positive experiences at FCC.
World Communion Sunday October 2, 2011 The theme of interdependence through the story of feeding the five
thousand informed World Communion Sunday 2011. Members brought bread for communion, sharing what was left with
meal programs for the poor and homeless in the region. The Peacemaking Offering was generous this year: $6,584 to support
Peacemaking efforts of the wider church. One quarter of the donation this year went to the Presbyterian Hunger Project in
honor of Scott Winnette and his commitment to alleviating hunger at home and overseas.

Other Mission
Celebration of Scott’s Ministry – October 16, 2011 For 14 years, Scott Winnette served as the staff liaison to Church
and Society, working closely with members to help grow and deepen the mission outreach and presence at Bradley Hills. His
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C HURCH & S OCIETY L AY M INISTRY (continued)
ministry with us was a profound blessing, which was honored at a luncheon which packed Memorial Hall and culminated in
strong support for the Williams-Winnette Endowment for Youth Mission Trips. Scott‘s legacy will live on in the opportunity
for Bradley Hills youth to stretch themselves in outreach beyond their previous experience to live their faith in assisting
others.
Advocacy Church and Society leads the congregation in social justice advocacy, sending a member to Ecumenical Advocacy
Days, an annual conference sponsored by the ecumenical Christian community to strengthen our Christian voice and mobilize
for advocacy on specific U.S. domestic and international policy issues. The conference is grounded in biblical witness and
shared traditions of justice, peace and integrity of creation. Tom Whitley attended in March 2011. The issues raised at this
conference help Church and Society to assess and select mission priorities and Angel Gift Tree projects each year. At its
November meeting, Session approved guidelines for Bradley Hills‘ members to use in pursuing social justice and Earth Care
advocacy – relying on positions adopted by PCUSA at General Assembly.
Covenant Network C&S supports this social justice issue in PCUSA through contributions and advocacy. In April 2011
BHPC voted within NCP for passage of Amendment 10-A in PCUSA‘s Book of Order. In July 2011 the PCUSA effectively
removed barriers to ordination for people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered (LGBT). We offered an Angel
Gift Tree card for Covenant Network, whose current goals are to work to keep the church united as PCUSA moves to
embrace churches who install LGBT pastors. We will look for opportunities to engage members on LGBT social justice
issues in 2012.
Angel Gift Tree Bradley Hills members and friends donated 202 wrapped presents for children in the Women's Collective
in D.C., the Children's Center in Anacostia, and the Dennis Avenue Health Clinic in Silver Spring Approximately 50 small
gifts also were provided to younger children in Anacostia and the Central Union Mission in the District of Columbia
Contributions of over $21,000 were made to the Angel Gift Tree to support 20 groups located all over the world, from
Bethesda to Africa and South America to Mexico.

W ORSHIP & A RTS L AY M INISTRY
The BHPC Worship & Arts Lay Ministry is called to support the ministry staff in designing and offering meaningful ways to
enhance our worship experiences. We work closely with our Pastors and Director of Music in our efforts.
Music Ministry We note the increased participation in our music ministries, including the continuing extraordinary service of Kyle Babin, Director of Music, as well as the increased involvement of Donald Sutherland, Director of Music Emeritus. We applaud the contributions of the Chancel Choir, Children and Youth Choirs, and the Bell Choir. We also are grateful for the Friends of Music, which presented an extensive concert series in 2011. And we enjoy the newly refurbished carillon as an addition to our music ministry.
Chancel Players We also celebrate the increasing role of the Chancel Players in enhancing our worship experience –
whether by providing scriptural readings, supporting sermons, performing sketches, or other offerings. We are honored to
have the dedication of Andy Wolvin as volunteer director of the Players.
Visual Arts We are grateful for the continuing displays of visual arts in the Lounge as well as other venues at Bradley Hills.
The thoughtful selection of the artists and the inspiration that the exhibits provide to Bradley Hills are gifts. Barbara DeLouise continues her quiet ministry of directing this activity.
Ushers and Communion Teams We are thankful for the faithful service of the Bradley Hills ushers, represented on Worship & Arts by Corky Hickey. Their flexible service and commitment to reflecting Bradley Hills‘ value of being a welcoming
congregation added both efficiency and warmth to our worship experience. We also appreciate the dedicated service of our
Communion teams.
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W ORSHIP & A RTS L AY M INISTRY (continued)
Chancel Guild, Flowers, Sound, Videography Among other Bradley Hills saints who contribute greatly to the worship
and arts activities are Jean Weir, who faithfully leads the Chancel Flower ministry; Jan Maddox and the Chancel Guild, who
ensure that our sanctuary is lovingly maintained; Amy Gray, who provides innovative ways to include the visual arts in our
worship experience including the constellation of stars which added to our Advent experience; the Sound team, represented
by Jon Dykstra on Worship & Arts; and particularly the service of Bruce Liffiton who videotapes the sermons for viewing on
the web. We are grateful for our Deacons who deliver DVDs of the sermons to homebound members.
Leadership We are honored by the leadership of Pastor David Gray, who continually seeks to integrate arts and worship in
new and creative ways. We are also grateful for the service of our Parish Associates Marty Albershardt, Tom Jones, and Jill
Lum. We also are thankful for the participation of Scott Winnette, an active member of Worship & Arts, and wished him
well as he moved to his new responsibilities with Rockville United Church.
Members of Worship & Arts include David Gray, Scott Winnette (until October 2011), Kyle Babin, Susan Bowis, Steve
Burns, Barbara DeLouise, Jon Dykstra (chair through June), Amy Gray, Corky Hickey, Jan Maddox, Margaret Rick, Pat
Stocker (chair from July), and Andy Wolvin. Thank you!

N OMINATING C OMMIT TEE
This fall, the Nominating Committee began a two-month nomination process for new elders and deacons. The Committee
made an open invitation of nominations from the congregation, through an announcement at a worship service, a ―Called by
God to Serve‖ brochure, bulletins, and BHX. The Committee members also spent time in spiritual preparation and visioning
in order to be faithful instruments for Christ. After the two-month search process with constant prayers for the guidance of
the Spirit, the Committee identified potential candidates and invited them to be our spiritual leaders. With great joy, the
Nominating Committee presented the nominations for new elders and deacons to the Session on November 15th and to the
congregation at the congregational meeting on December 11th. The following people were elected with unanimous approval.
John Gaffney, Lizzy Menard, Alvin Stenzel, and Kate Wise as Elders of the class of 2014, and Allegra Caldera as Youth Elder
in the class of 2012. George Fornum-Mugri, Lisa Hicks, Julie Hunter, and Barrie McLeod as Deacons of the class of 2014, and
Danny Stauffer as Youth Deacon in the class of 2012. The Nominating Committee has traditionally been charged to identify
and nominate potential candidates for elders and deacons, with a whole nomination process concluded by the end of the year.
Starting next spring, however, the Nominating Committee will add a new task, which is to help encourage the members of the
congregation to participate in Lay Ministries. The Committee has already begun working with Lay Ministry Chairs, and
conducted a search practice this summer. The Nominating Committee is excited to share the joy of serving Christ and looking
forward to this new ministry in 2012.
Yoshi Sei, Chair
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D ONALD S UTHERLAND E NDOWMENT F UND
2011 saw the premieres of three works sponsored by the Sutherland Endowment Fund. On February 5, 2011, Donald Sutherland and C Street Brass gave the world premiere of Two Pieces for Brass Quintet and Organ by David Conte. At the Chancel
Choir‘s spring concert on May 22, 2011, Psalm 112 by McNeil Robinson was premiered as the 2010 commissioned work of the
Sutherland Endowment Fund. On that same concert, the Chancel Choir also premiered Mi chamocha by Joshua Bornfield, the
winner of the 2010 student competition.
It was agreed upon at the Fund‘s June meeting that, given the small amount of funds available for use at the moment, the Committee refrain from any action in 2012. Considering the fact that there has been much committee activity in the past several
years, it seemed prudent to delay further action until there is a more substantial financial cushion.
Kyle Babin, Chair

A CCESSIBILITY T ASK F ORCE
Rechartered by the Session for calendar years 2011 through 2015, the Accessibility Task Force (ATF) is charged to work with
the Property Management and Education Lay Ministries to enhance both the accessibility of the church‘s physical premises and
the sensitivity of its members to the needs of the less advantaged.
On September 18, Bradley Hills celebrated the ―ribbon cutting‖ of the new accessible entrance to the Memorial Hall side of
the church. We are grateful to the several parishioners who supported the project through the rededication of their Elevator
Fund pledges. The new entrance not only allows for grade level access to the building, but also provides an additional two
handicap parking spaces.
Other 2011 accessibility improvements included additional seating in the gathering space and a railing for access to the
Greentree Road Office doors. An information brochure was drafted and a special youth education hour was held.
Herb Dorsey, Chair

E ARTH C ARE C OUNSIL
The Earth Care Council (ECC) focused on carrying out its charge to improve BHPC‘s environmental stance. ECC explored
options, including programs that offered goals and performance standards, and concluded that PCUSA‘s Earth Care
Congregation program provided the best option for BHPC. ECC conducted an assessment pursuant to the program,
determined that BHPC qualified for certification as an Earth Care Congregation, and recommended to Session that it adopt
PCUSA‘s Earth Care pledge and apply for certification. Session adopted this recommendation, and BHPC has been certified.
Multiple goals were then identified to ensure recertification (required annually), and ECC is working with several Lay
Ministries to achieve those goals.
ECC reviewed the Capital Reserve Study and offered detailed comments to PMLM regarding environmental issues. ECC also
conducted an extensive walkthrough of the building with Farid Beltran to better understand the HVAC system and other
energy-related components, applied for and obtained a $2,000 grant from Presbytery, and commissioned an energy audit that
will provide important guidance regarding future improvements to BHPC‘s facilities. (The cost of the audit exceeded the
Presbytery grant. Since ECC currently operates without a budget, Church and Society agreed to cover the significant
shortfall.) ECC also worked on a grant application to replace our aging windows with energy efficient ones. Although
unsuccessful, we now have several replacement cost estimates, and one vendor is preparing bids on window ―gift packages‖
that might appeal to members. Finally, ECC offered a Lenten ―carbon fast‖ calendar and pew cards to encourage members to
reduce their carbon ―footprints.‖
Linday Kauskay, Chair
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B RADLEY H ILLS P RESBYTERIAN C HURCH N URSERY S CHOOL
Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church Nursery School is a busy
and exciting place. The staff and the students welcomed the
2011 school year with great enthusiasm. In September of
1957 the school opened its doors to a few classrooms of three
and four year olds. Today, we have sixteen classes with 200
students. Registration for the 2012/13 school year began in
September. The success of the Nursery School can be attributed to the dedication of our excellent staff as well as the
extraordinary cooperation of the parents and the Bradley Hills
Presbyterian Church.
The Nursery School staff consists of a Director, Office Manager, Treasurer, Office Assistant and twenty-five classroom
teachers and assistants. We have additional teachers who
teach our enrichment classes: music, science, literature and

aerobics. Each staff member provides a loving and caring
atmosphere for those children entrusted to our care.
The Bradley Hills Parents‘ Group is very active, sponsoring
coffees, lectures and fundraisers. Monies raised supplement
classroom and playground equipment and enhance the beauty
of the church building i.e. new bathrooms in the basement
and new dividing doors in 109. The Parents‘ Group also
helps fund the Alla Johnson Memorial Scholarship Fund.
As a building user the Nursery School contributes significantly
to BHPC. We make a direct contribution of a contracted
user fee of $97,490 for 2011/12 as well as additional monthly
fees for additional room use. We also make improvements to
the building and monetarily help with grounds maintenance
which benefits all of the Bradley Hills‘ community.

F RIENDS C LUB
Friends Club is a therapeutic social club for men in the early-to
-mid stages of Alzheimer‘s disease. Friends Club‘s two-fold
mission is: to help Club members maintain their highest level
of functioning, support emotional and physical independence,
heighten self-esteem and enhance overall quality of life; to
provide respite and support for caregivers. As important as
the group is for the members, the support offered to the caregivers often serves as a life line. Friends Club offers caregivers
support through two monthly meetings. Friends Club also
works with the families to prepare them for the next level of
care after the Club.

from the staff. A well-balanced, stimulating and varied program lies at the heart of Friends Club. A typical day at the
Club may include a spirited discussion of current events, a
friendly game of darts or bowling, exercise, a sing-a-long with
a professional musician, a lecture from local scholars, a game
of ―Jeopardy‖, and trivia. In a typical month, Friends Club
presents 12 different entertainers, artists or lecturers.

We have twelve dedicated volunteers (3 each day), who are
peers of the men in the group and invaluable at facilitating conversation, monitoring the men to keep them safe and creating
a feeling of camaraderie. Friends Club is professionally staffed
Attendance is limited to 12 members per session so that the by an Executive Director, a Program Director and a part-time
men are not overwhelmed and the small size allows members Office Manager. A bookkeeper also works approximately 10
to develop friendships and receive ongoing individual attention hours per month.

P ASTORAL C OUNSELING AND C ARE M INISTRIES
Pastoral Counseling and Care Ministries has been offering
counseling services to the Bradley Hills community for more
than twenty years, and for fifteen of those years, it has been
my privilege to be the counselor providing those services. The
counseling center is located in a classroom on the third floor,
comfortably sharing space with the youth of both the BHPC
and BJC congregations. I continue to be available by appointment on Mondays and Thursdays to individuals, couples, and
families seeking counseling. Our fees are offered on a sliding
scale.

Clients are guided to our services by the BHPC staff, other
area clergy, members and friends, current and former clients,
and some folks find the brochure in the halls and refer themselves. Most of the clients that I see are members and friends
of BHPC. Bradley Hills has provided me with a Client Assistance Fund, and this year that fund allowed me to provide
counseling for two unemployed members.
I am grateful to BHPC for the opportunity to offer PCCM
services and to be a part of the ministry of this church.
Barbara Jaquette, MSW
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C LERK OF S ESSION
The Session worked hard through 2011 in overseeing and supporting the activities of our lay ministries, making decisions on
allocation of our resources, encouraging new initiatives within the congregation, and discerning where God is leading us as a
congregation. The Session met on a monthly basis throughout the year (except in August) and also held five special meetings
to examine and receive new members.
We were pleased to see the beginning of the new kitchen ministry early in the year, the result of an initiative from our 2010
retreat to build our local mission opportunities for members. The Earth Care Council also began its work this year. The
Session adopted the PCUSA Earth Care pledge and approved becoming an Earth Care Congregation. We sought greater
connectivity between our earth care commitment and management of our facilities. Session also clarified its policies on
advocacy on social justice and environmental issues to ensure timely communication of opportunities for advocacy and to
identify appropriate times for Session involvement.
Session approved the project to modify the Memorial Hall entrance, dedicated this past fall, in order to make the entrance
more accessible to handicapped and special needs individuals. We are paying attention to the long term care of our facilities
through a recently completed Capital Reserve Study to inform us how best to face the need and cost for major repairs and
improvements to our facilities and grounds.
Session approved the adoption of milestones for Christian education of our children and youth as a way to help our education
program and teachers focus on core aspects of developing faith. We agreed to sponsor a Venturing Crew, a program for
teens and young adults of the Boy Scouts of America. James Cubie, former interim director of education, was under our
sponsorship as he prepares for his examinations for ministry.
Session approved an extra-giving opportunities to support upgrades of the security system, web-site enhancement, special
seasonal music, the new kitchen ministry, and to defray the per capita assessment. We also endorsed the renamed WilliamsWinnette Endowment as a special fund for youth mission.
Since our 2011 retreat, the Session focused on ways of inviting new members to our community and to further engage our
existing membership. We supported efforts to improve communications and to move toward a fresher, more engaging
website. We also endorsed steps to refresh lay ministries and assigned a greater role to the nominating committee to recruit
lay ministry members. Although Scott Winnette‘s call to a new church was bittersweet, we approved the call of Juli Wilson
Black as Interim Associate Pastor.
During 2011, church membership increased from 585 to 622 members. We welcomed 48 spiritual friends: 22 by profession
of faith (including 13 members of the confirmation class), 8 by transfer from other churches, and 18 by reaffirmation of faith
or reactivation of membership. Eight members of our congregation passed away in 2010: Odom Fanning, Margaret Gaus,
Laurence Gray, Rachel McKay, Robert McMeekin, Woodrow Rankin, Marvin Sears, and Armenie Turmanian. Three others
left the church by transfer or personal request.
Stephen G. Burns, Clerk of Session

Session Members Class of 2011

Session Members Class of 2012

Session Members Class of 2013

Steve Burns
Susan Hatchett
Mary Todd Peterson
Yoshi Sei

Ed Hauck
Bonnie Holcomb
Linda Kauskay
Rosanna Morrison

Ginger Essink
Dan Henning
Bruce Hunter
Betsy Scroggs
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(continued)

In Memoriam:
Odom Fanning
Margaret Gaus
Laurence Gray
Rev. Arthur Hall
Rachel McKay
Woodrow Rankin
Marvin Sears
Armenie Turmanian
Left/Transferred:
Ellie Reinhardt
Ronald Schultz
Abigail Taylor
New Members of Our Community:
Elizabeth Allen
Ernesto Allen
Phebe Bauer
Kelly Tierney Bradshaw
Pace Bradshaw
Donna Brown
Katherine Brown
Claire Busch
Allegra Caldera
Sophia Caldera
Nancy Cass
Scott Collins
Sara Collins
Allison Curd-Entzminger
Maisy Deans
Michael Entzminger
Baldwin Fomum-Mugri
George Fomum-Mugri
Brian Friend
Julie Hayes
Emiko Hinds
Carl Hunt
Souheil Inati
Sara Inati
Sara Jordan Jordan
Maggie Kozicharow

Kristin Lane
John Low
Elizabeth Meyer
Karen Moya Moya
Michelle Murray
Nuria Pearce
Joy Robertson Robertson
William Robertson
Calvin Schalch
Joyce Shoemaker
Corrine Silva
Erica Singer
Tommy Stauffer
John Stricklett
Sue Ghosh Stricklett
Sara Urban
Greg Urban
Lida Verner
Sam West
Sydney West
Robin Wheeler
Christine Whitten
Baptisms:
Addison Bradshaw
Nancy Cass
Scott Collins
Sophia Collins
Baldwin Fomum
Rudy Geist
Cathleen Gray
Eleanor Gray
Lucas Moya
Calvin Schalch
Greg Urban
Lida Verner
Robin Wheeler
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B OARD OF D EACONS
At Bradley Hills, the Board of Deacons provides an internal ministry to our church family. In a liaison role, deacons extend
the ministry of the church to members of the congregation who are in need of support and caring.
The Board of Deacons was re-instituted in 2003 at Bradley Hills following an absence of this office since 1968. The duties and
organizational structure of the Board of Deacons have evolved since then with changes being made every year as the mission
and delivery of services has become clearer. During 2011, it became clear that this particular group of ordained leaders takes
very seriously their call to service in providing ministries of caring and compassion. In that role, deacons have:











Encouraged connection and communication through phone calls, visits, and co-sponsoring a Founder‘s Day Pot-Luck
Luncheon and a Welcome Back Brunch;
Continued to serve as Deacon of the Week on Sunday mornings to answer phone calls in the church office, greet those
who enter through that doorway, make CD copies of the worship service for those people who cannot get to church, and
generally be of assistance to pastors, members and visitors;
In collaboration with the Pastors and Parish Nurse, served home communion to those people who are unable to attend
worship;
Organized transportation on a weekly basis to several elderly members who are no longer able to drive in addition to
transporting folks to medical appointments;
Organized the delivery of home cooked meals to members in need, whether to celebrate the birth of a child or to comfort
those recovering from illness or in mourning;
Provided elegant receptions following Memorial Services for seven members and lunch following the Blue Christmas Service;
Organized and sponsored a night of Congregational Pot-Luck Dinners in various members‘ homes;
Organized the delivery of flowers from the Communion table that are so beautifully arranged by Jean Weir every week
and also delivered Easter lilies and Christmas poinsettias to members unable to attend worship; and
Supported the Nominating Committee by having a Deacon Representative at meetings.

Gail Brown, formerly on the Board of Deacons and Coordinator of Spiritual Life, has brought a more spiritual focus to our
meetings by introducing us to the Examen, a technique of prayerful reflection on the events we‘ve experienced in daily living
and in our role as deacons in order to detect God's presence in our lives. In addition to Cindy Stauffer providing group building activities at the Deacons‘ Retreat in February, a recent focus has been on providing experiential education and practice by
Joanie Friend, Parish Nurse, and on compassionate communication by Gretchen Gaines, social worker and grief counselor.
David Gray attended both the September and October meetings and led interactive discussions to share his vision and clarify
the role of Deacons. With Scott Winnette having accepted the call to another church, Gail Brown and Joanie Friend are
providing staff support to the Board.
The Board of Deacons has done its best to live out the core value of community by nurturing the congregation to be a loving
and caring Christian family.
In Christ‘s service,
Carol Starr and Lisa Register, Co-Moderators

Board of Deacons Class of 2011

Board of Deacons Class of 2012

Board of Deacons Class of 2013

Herb Dorsey
Don Hinds
Julie Hunter
Carol Starr
Lora Jones, Youth

Nancy Brown
Patty Howie
Lorraine Nagy
Lisa Register

Rick Arndt
Jean Sutton
Jeanne Tustian
Dar Wolvin

Value Statement

Bradley Hills
Presbyterian Church
EMBRACING JOURNEYS. ENGAGING FAITH

As followers of Jesus Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, we share these core values...
Hospitality
We welcome others and embrace our differences
Community
We seek to be a loving caring Christian family
Compassion
We respond to the pain and need of others
Joy
We celebrate the abundance of God's grace in our lives
Beauty
We discover God with our eyes, our ears, and our hearts
Honesty
We seek and share the truth
Integrity
We strive to live in accordance with our Christian beliefs
Open-mindedness
We explore a diversity of ideas on our journey of faith
Stewardship
We generously share our time, talents, and financial resources

Staff and Volunteers
Ministers: All the Members of the Church
Main Phone Number 301-365-2850
Pastor/Head of Staff ........................................................................... David E. Gray, x500 ......................................................... david@bradleyhillschurch.org
Interim Associate Pastor....................................................................... Juli Wilson-Black, x501 ..................................................... juli@bradleyhillschurch.org
Director of Christian Education .............................................................. Noelle Castin, x502.......................................................... noelle@bradleyhillschurch.org
Director of Music .............................................................................. Kyle Babin, x503 ............................................................. kyle@bradleyhillschurch.org
Mgr. of Financial Services ..................................................................... Amy C. de Court, x505 ..................................................... amy@bradleyhillschurch.org
Mgr. of Facilities ............................................................................... Farid Beltran, x506 .......................................................... farid@bradleyhillschurch.org
Office Manager ................................................................................. Linda Reynolds, x507 ....................................................... linda@bradleyhillschurch.org
Manager of Communications ................................................................ Mimi Miller, x508 ........................................................... mimi@bradleyhillschurch.org
Parish Nurse..................................................................................... Joanie Friend, x518 .......................................................... jfriend@pobox.com
Coordinator for Spiritual Life .................................................................................................... Gail Brown, x519 ............................................................ polserbrown@hotmail.com
Coordinator of Connectional Ministries .................................................... Susie Wellman ................................................................ slwellman@aol.com
Nursery School Director ...................................................................... Hilah Gaba, 301-365.2909 ................................................. bhpcns@yahoo.com
Friends Club Director ......................................................................... GayLynn Mann, 301-469-0070 ............................................ friendsclub@verizon.net
Pastoral Counselor ............................................................................. Barbara Jaquette, 888-626-2273
Sextons........................................................................................... Fernando Mendez, Juan Mendez, Ronald Thomas, Leonel Bruno, Hector Gonzalez
Child Caregivers ................................................................................ Nora Mendez and DelCarla Shorter
Pastoral Associates ............................................................................. Tom Jones, Jill Morehouse Lum and Marty Albershardt
Director of Music Emeritus ................................................................... Donald Sutherland
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