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 Christ the King Sunday is a transitional time in the liturgical calendar, a 
time in between the green, growing season of Ordinary Time and the purple 
time of preparation for Christmas known as Advent.  This is also a transitional 
weekend in our cultural calendar, when we move from fall oranges and golds 
into Christmasy reds and greens, from Thanksgiving to Christmas.  It is a time 
many of us spend with family, and family is at the center of our holiday 
traditions.   
  
I think of the Bible as an extended family history, a family album containing 
the memories and recollections of our ancestors, as they made their way 
through time and place.  And this morning I’d like to share a few snapshots 
from this family album to help us think about what we mean when we say 
Christ is King.   
  

Just like in our own families, the family of God whose history is recorded 
in the Bible has its share of dysfunction.  And God, as the Father of this 
family, tries out various tactics to get cooperation from his children.  So the 
snapshots I’m going to share this morning trace God the Father’s various 
attempts to parent his children, using methods many of us will recognize from 
our own families.  The gradual change in God’s approach to parenting, and his 
use of power, is one of the most fascinating stories the Bible has to tell. 

 
 First snapshot:  baby comes home.  In the beginning, God couldn’t have 
been a prouder parent.  God created light and flowers and birds and deer and 
then finally human beings and said, “good, good, good,” to all of it.  So 
pleased was his creation of humans on the sixth day that he took the seventh 
day off to just to rest and admire them, like a new parent smitten by his 
newborn’s perfect face.   
 

Second snapshot: by the sixth chapter of Genesis, God is no longer so 
impressed with creation, especially the humans.  “The Lord was sorry that he 
had made humankind on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart.  So the 



Lord said, “I will blot out from the earth the human beings I have created—
people together with animals and creeping things and birds of the air, for I am 
sorry that I have made them.”  And with those words God floods the earth and 
destroys everything except the ark.  A new parent, unaccustomed to having to 
discipline his children, and unused to not having things go his way, responds 
with an excessively harsh punishment. 

 
Third snapshot: after the flooding has subsided, God reflects on this 

experience, the first destructive use of divine power.  God decides that this 
was not an effective parenting strategy, and God tells Noah, “I will never again 
curse the ground because of humankind, for the inclination of the human 
heart is evil from youth.”   God decides to give up brute force and to try to 
persuade his children to work with him.  “Let’s make a deal,” God says to 
Noah, or in biblical terms, a covenant, and the rainbow is like the divine 
handshake:  “When the bow is in the clouds,” God says, “I will see it and I will 
remember the everlasting covenant between me and the earth.”   

 
 Our fourth snapshot, one of the next demonstrations of parental power, 
comes in the deliverance of the Hebrew people from Egypt, the neighborhood 
bully.  This time God’s use of flooding is much more strategic.  The enemies 
are clear, and they are Pharoah and his armies.  The waters part for the people 
to cross through in safety but swallow up the Egyptians who run in after them.  
God delivers the people with a strong arm and a mighty hand, and they are 
grateful for it.  They arrive in the wilderness in search of a land to call their 
own, and through forty years of wandering they rely on God to provide for all 
their needs.  This works for a while, but the time comes for them to grow up.  
They have to learn to be more independent. 
 On the next page of the family album, God continues to give the 
Hebrews an upper hand in their quest to conquer the promised land, but now 
they are the ones using their own military power to fight their battles.  After 
the land is theirs, God continues to share more power with the people, 
establishing a kingdom and anointing a succession of kings who now will 
exercise power on God’s behalf.    
 
 Now power is more and more in human hands, and God, like a parent of 
adolescents who must learn to make their own mistakes, refrains from 
interfering.  Instead, on the next page of the album, prophets appear who 



speak for God.  But they command no military might to enforce God’s words, 
instead, they rely on moral persuasion to urge people to do God’s will 
voluntarily.  When the rulers of the people fail to lead with justice and 
righteousness, their punishment comes not in the form of a flood, but in the 
form of natural consequences.  Their kingdoms weaken and foreigners invade, 
the Assyrians in the north and the Babylonians in the south.  And this time 
God does not intervene to save them. 
 
 In the next snapshot, the ruling classes are forced out of Jerusalem and 
into Babylon, where they remain in exile for fifty years.  Like being grounded, 
this is a time for them to reflect on what they did to get themselves into this 
situation and what they can do to avoid it in the future.  Eventually they are 
no longer grounded, they return home and seek to rebuild their community. 
 
 But then the biblical story of divine parenting takes an unexpected turn.  
God is done with shows of force and deal-making.  God is finished with 
natural consequences and grounding.  God will now exercise God’s power in a 
way no one could have predicted:  by becoming one of us.  God gives up his 
power and becomes our equal. 
 

Through Jesus, God shows us what it means to be a truly loving 
parent—one who disengages from power struggles in order to allow his 
children to grow into mature adulthood.    

 
Through the person of his Son, God says, “here I am, the one you’ve 

been fighting against all this time.  All my attempts to use my power to 
change your behavior have failed.  So I am surrendering my power.  I am 
taking on human form and letting you judge me.  I am leaving my fate in your 
hands.  We can shake hands and put our grievances to rest.  We can work 
together.  Or you can crucify me and go your own way.  The power belongs 
to you now.” 

 
 This surrender of God’s power is what the apostle Paul in today’s passage 
called the kenosis, or “emptying.”  On the cross, Christ emptied himself of the 
power of God that he could have rightly claimed and used to make his 
children obey.  “Though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form 



of a slave, being born in human likeness.  And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross.”   
 

This is the kind of King Christ is—one who gets his power from having 
surrendered it to us, and having us give it back to him.  He is King of our lives, 
not because he has used his power to coerce our obedience, but because we 
have consented to be governed by him.   

 
 Emptied out, God’s power would now not be lorded over us, but 
entrusted to us.  When Jesus said, “take up your cross and follow me,” he was 
inviting each of us to share this power, the power of self-giving. The power to 
sacrifice, to give of ourselves, is one we each possess regardless of our 
circumstances.  It is the power that no earthly king can take away.   

This is the form God’s power would take now.  Spilled out on the cross 
and emptied onto the earth, it could now nurture new life in the most hidden 
and humble of places, causes seeds of peace to grow and trees of justice to 
sprout up.   

 
 The last snapshot in God’s family album is the one we put there.  When 
we join the family of God, we become brothers and sisters of Christ.  We are 
now the sons and daughters who have been entrusted with the power to do 
God’s will and God’s work in the world.  If Christ is King, we are his 
ambassadors.  It is up to us to create the last page of the album, “so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.” 
 
Therefore God also highly exalted him, and gave him the name that is above 
every name,  
  
 At this time of year we feel the pressure to “go, go, go” and “buy, buy, 
buy.”  If we enjoy some peace and quiet on an unscheduled day, or spend 
unhurried time with family and friends, we are sure to miss out on a sale or a 
deal somewhere.  But Christ the King Sunday reminds me that we worship 
King Jesus, not King Midas.  Jesus is the one whose values set our priorities.  
Let us re-commit ourselves to his values as we pray. 



  
 


