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Each fall the Stewardship Lay Ministry invites the congregation of Bradlev Hills Presbyterian
Church to pledge the amounts they will give in the coming vear. Last fall's pledges covered
about 70% of the church's budeet for 2022

[n 2023 we expect to continue our joviul return to in-person worship and congrezational
life as the threat from covid-19 recedes, while continuing livestreamed worship and adult
education for those who cannot attend in person. The church's expenses from livestreaming
will continue, and there will be increased costs in all budget catezories due to inflation. To
cover these costs and continue to provide the church programs that we love, we urze each
household or individual praverfully to consider increasing their 2022 pledge or pledging for
the first time.

Then the people rejoiced because these had given willingly,
for with single mind they had offered freely to the Lord.

I Chronicles 29:9
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Pastor Gray's Message

Diear Friends,

This past summer our family visited some of the kev places in
Eome where 5t. Paul lived, wrote, was imprisoned and is buried.

The Church of 5t. Paul at the Three Fountains, a beautiful
church in Eome, has three memorial statues inside. These statues
commemorate Paul's life and death, located in a church at a spot
where it's said that three fountains sprang up at the places where
Paul's body hit the ground after his martvrdom. [t hasbeen seen
as proof that faithfulness, caring, sacrifice and hope all can lead
to wellsprings of sacred beauty and meaning in the church that

extend into the future.

As Bradley Hills prepares for 2023, we know that faithfulness, caring, sacrifice and hope can
lead to springs of sacred beauty and meaning in our time, too.

Chur church's 2023 Stewardship campaizn is critical for our future. As we re-emerge and
re-ensage, we come back together from our covid separation, and we need to invest in our
ministries. Cur new stratesic plan will challenge us to dream biz and to trust in God. “We must
hire critical new team-members following significant retirements. %e will make investments in
technology to expand our digital church for the future. Aswe educate and pass on faith to the
next seneration, care for our longtime members, change lives throush mission, spread the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to a world in need of healing, lift up beautiful music and worship, and
strenethen our spiritual home at 8801, we need vour help.

Each of us is called to care faithfully about our church and to give of ourselves in hope asa
spiritual act in response to God's grace.

[ hope vou will consider joining me and my family in making and even increasing vour pledge

to BHPC for 2023

Tosether, we can help BEHPC be a place of sacred beauty and meaning. Join us as we build up
this holy place, to do good in the world, at this critical time. Put vour faith in God, and join
me in making a pledze on November & to support Bradley Hills for 2023

In Christ's love,




Session Goals for 2023

Stewardship is fundamental to the operation of Bradley Hills. [t funds everything from the
casoline in the vans used on vouth mission trips to sheet music for the choir. On a broader
level stewardship also supports the budget priorities that Session identifies each year to
enable the church to best achieve its mission. These priorities are broader in scope than the
initiatives that the lay ministries put forward during the annual budeeting process. These

priorities for 2023 include.

. Keeping Bradley Hills Strong Through Key Staff Transitions. One of the things that
has always made Bradley Hills special is the knowledge and dedication of its staff. Amy
de Court, Manager of Financial Services. Linda Revnolds, Office Manager. and Samantha
Steinfeld, Communications Specialist, are retiring or transitioning, and we are looking to
the future for keeping these ministries strong. Your pledges are integral to this process.
The church cannot recruit their replacements without offering a competitive salary and

benefits package. Your donations will make that possible.

2. Implementing the Recommendations of the Strategic Visioning Task Force. As the
Strategic Visioning Task Force fulfills its mandate of discerning God's will for our
congregation's future, vour pledzes will enable the Task Force to take the steps necessary
to keep our consresation growing and engaged. The Task Force will also evaluate how

we can encourace the congregation's continued involvement in activities like the racial

justice initiative and other educational and mission opportunities. “We will together move
into the future with hope.




3. Increased Connection Through Improved Technelogy The pandemic has changed the
way that people attend church. The "hvbrid® model of people participating in worship
both in person and online is now routine. This model. however creates both opportunities
and challenges for Bradley Hills. Remote worship is sood because both worship and lay
ministries can now include people who live at great distances. The challenee is that we
must update our technology regularly to maintain our connection with remote
parishioners and to allow them to actively participate. “We will not be the church God is
calling us to be if our technology makes it hard for folks to watch our worship services or
our website is outdated and does not provide people with the information that thev seek.
Your pledees will support the technologyv upzrades that Bradley Hills neeads.

4. Increasing Our Finandal Reserves. Our building is our church home where we gather for
worship, learning and fellowship. [t is also a source of revenue from the fees that we
receive from the other organizations that use it. Our building is aging thoush, and our
capital reserves are being expended to maintain it. It is vital that we increase these reserves
so that we can continue to use our current building for many vears to come.

From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required,
and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will

be demanded.
Luke 1248




Why We Give

How Your Contributions Are Used

Administration Mission Member Care
22% 14% & Connection
11%

Christian Education

1% Capital Expenditures
6%
Music & Music
ot Outreach
Facilities . 11%
24% Worship
5%
Worship & Music
Missions

“We give to uphold Eradley Hills' tradition
for esicellent worship services and music “We oive because Christ charged us to help
Your contributions cotmpensate staff whe others. Your contributions sup port our
lead our worship and music. They pay outreach to groups i the Washington D.C.
musicians who enhance our weekly services area and around the world, and also support
and services at Christmas, Easter and other mission activities sponsored by the
special occasions They alse pay forupkesp Presbyterian Church LISA
of our organ and pilanes, and for beautiful
flowrers.

Note: Compensation for the church's staff is allocated amonyg these & categories based on the estimated parcentags of
time they spend on each.



Member Care and Connection

We oive because we are committed to caring for each other Your
contributions support all the work that our staff and volunteers do to
provide comfort and connection for tnembers of the congregation.

They support the Deacons' work, including special Congregational

Life events such as the all-church picnic and welcotme-back brunch,

and weekly and monthly communications with members.

Facilities and Capital Expenditures

We give so that our building and grounds will continue to be the beautiful
sanctuary that we love Your contributions pay for utility bills, maintenance
and upkeep for the building and patking lots, professional care for our trees,
and compensation for the sextons who clean and care for our proper-

ty. Session also sets aside a portion of each years incom e into the Capital

Eeserve Fund to pay for major repairs and itnprovetnents as needed.

Christian Education

We give because it is vital to wnpart our faith tradition to the next
generation and to inspire adult leamers with new ways to live their
faith. Your contributions support our programs for children, youth,

and adults, as well as our racial justice initiative.

Administration

And we give because all of this work must be properly
coordinated. Your contributions pay the costs of
“ession, the Finance and Stewardship Lay tdinistries,
plus office operations, office technology, and cur per

capita contribution to the Preshytery.




Why Do We Pledge?

“We believe pledeing is God's work in our lives.

. Pledging empowers identity. & pledee card savs, I am a part of something larger

than myself” [t savs [ stand in solidarity with my family of believers. “When we do the
math and sign the card, we are sayving, "as for me and my house, we will serve the

Lord "

2. Pledging empowers accountability. Deeply rooted in our theology is the conviction
that we exist as a dvnamic community of strength and grace, intended to help
individuals live into and up to their fullest potential in Christ. %¥When we pledge,
we create accountability and empower our church.

3. Pledging empowers the ministry budget. There is a practical reason for pledging.
& church budget is a ministry funding plan that is built with a variety of tools. When we
pledee, we help our leadership responsibly fund our ministry initiatives.

The witality and sustainability of the ministries we value are strengthened with each
commitment pledged.

The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it, the world, and those who
live in it; for God has founded it on the seas, and established it on the
rivers.

Poalms 24:1-2




How Much Do People at Bradley Hills Give?

The chart below shows that for 2022 we received a total of 201 pledzes from individuals and
families for a total of $1,037,805 .

o 143 pledees (52% of total pledges) contribute 27% of the total pledee dollars.
o 38 pledzes (18% of total pledses) contribute 23% of the total pledze dollars.

o 22 pledses (11% of total pledses) contribute 50% of the total pledze dollars.

Number
of
Pledges % Of Total Dollars For % Of Total
Range Of 2022 Pledges | in Range Pledges This Range Pledge Dollars
D] to | 999 29 14.4% 12,360 1.2%
1,000 | to | 2,999 75 37.3% 127,870 12.3%
3,000 | to | 4,999 39 19.4% 142,260 13.7%
5000 | to |5,595 36 17.9% 234,575 22.6%
10,000 | to | 19,999 13 6.5% 157,900 15.2%
20,000 | and | up 9 4.5% 362,840 35.0%
Total 201 100.0% 1,037,805 100.0%

The church encourages every member or household to make a financial commitment for 2023

If vou have not pledsed before, we ask that vou praverfully consider making a pledee this
yvear, providing even more reliable support for the church and its ministries. If vou have
pledeed before. we ask that vou praverfully consider increasing vour pledee this vear, to help
the church meet its increased expenses during this period of inflation.

All shall give as they are able, according to the blessing I‘
of the Lord our God.

Deuteronomy 16:17




Mobile Giving

Llse our Realm Connect &pp. Select the
Siving Button.

Online Giving

ways to e Now button at

wiww. bradleyvhillschurch org or
onrealm . org/EradlevHillsChurch/

&
g 1 v e at -fformigive/now

Bradley Hills Presbyterian Chorch

Visit www.bradleyhillschorch. org for
more information.

Text Giving
Text*"EHPC® to 71256 to

give using your phone or
tablet.

In-Person Giving

Llse the offering plate during

worship or drop off or s
tnail to the church office:

%501 Eradley Elvd

Eethesda, ¢l 20817



“The Lord has blessed me greatly,
and | want to give back through
Bradley Hills.”

Frank Randall

“I give to Bradley Hills because God depends on .

us to support the faith community and tts .
outreach to the neighborhood and the world,” |
. Pevwy Clark .
- “l glve to Bradley Hills in .
. thankfulness for providing a spiritual |
« howme to explore and strengthen my |
» fatth through worship and education.” |
: Namgaglkg:...-...-....-...-...-...-..
Sessssnssssssaannnnnnnnnnnn o give because | believe in the mission -
. of Bradley Hills.” -
- _Joel Flekett *
- “t pledge, because even from Florida, -
. Bradley Hills is still a vital part of my .
. Life” .
. Alvin Stenzel »

“ give to BHPC to glorify God
and cod’s abundant generosity).”

. . Ay de Court
« “Bach year my wife and (wmake a

us that all we have and all we are, we
owe to God,”

Rick Armndt -

Bradley Hills Stewardship Lay Ministry

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

‘ Matthew 6:21




Please visit BradleyHillsChurch.org

to see and print:
2023 Commitment Card
Guidance for Giving at Bradley Hills
Ways to Give to Bradley Hills

Bradl
"Hille

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

6601 Bradley Boulevard
Bethesda, Maryland 20817

www.bradleyhillschurch.org
301-365-2850

Special thanks to Cheryl Naulty for the butterfly photos.


https://www.bradleyhillschurch.org/ways-for-you-to-give/
file:///C:/Users/Linda/Dropbox (Bradley Hills)/Linda's Folder/2023 Stewardship Commitment Card.pdf
https://www.bradleyhillschurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Guidance-for-Giving-Brochure-FINAL-revised-3-1-2021.pdf
https://www.bradleyhillschurch.org/ways-for-you-to-give/

