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A Special Welcome 

Thank you for joining us for worship today! 

 We hope that the presence of the Holy Spirit and the warmth of Christ’s love 
are gifts to you as we worship God together. We encourage you to explore our          
bulletin, fill out a Visitor Card or the red fellowship pad at the end of your pew, and 
take home a welcome folder found just outside the Sanctuary.  

 We are a caring community of friends who come from a variety of                             

backgrounds to seek God in this place. We are united by our faith in Christ, our 
care and nurture of children and families, our love of learning, our appreciation of 
music and worship, our passion for service, and our desire to deepen our spiritual 

lives. Bradley Hills is a safe place to ask the deep questions of life and a community 
that embraces each spiritual journey. 

 We seek to be a welcoming witness to the love of Jesus Christ. We believe 
that diversity in our membership--different ages, genders, ethnicities, abilities, races,      
sexual orientations, ideological and theological beliefs, and experiences - is an         

important strength. We come from a variety of denominational backgrounds and 
from around the world. We are all God’s children, united by God’s love. 

 Childcare is available for infants and toddlers ages 3 and under in our nursery. 
All children are welcome to grab an activity board and children’s bulletins for the                   
service. 

 We hope we have a chance to greet you and get to know you. There are a 

lot of  exciting activities happening at BHPC that we would love for you to be a 
part of. If we can share any information about the church or be of support to you in 
any way, just let us know. We invite you to explore our website at 

www.bradleyhillschurch.org.  

 

In Christ’s hope, 

David Gray, Senior Pastor | david@bradleyhillschurch.org 

 
Get Connected | Explore Membership 
 
BHPC is excited to welcome you to our growing community.  Pastor David will be 

available to meet with families or individuals interested in connecting more at BHPC or 

exploring membership.  Just email David to set up a time or connect with David after 

the service. New members join May 18.   

http://www.bradleyhillschurch.org
mailto:david@bradleyhillschurch.org


 

 3   *Please stand, in body or in spirit. 

GATHERING TOGETHER 
 

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP  
 
CARILLON PEAL 
 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION                                                        
                                                                             
GATHERING MUSIC     
       Elsa’s Procession to the Cathedral, from Lohengrin       Richard Wagner (1813-1883) 

       Make Our Garden Grow, from Candide                       Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990) 
       Feierlicher Einzug                                                                    Richard Strauss (1864-1949)   
                                                                   

PROCESSION OF THE CHRIST CANDLE                     
                                                                 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                               Pastor Denise Diaab                                                             

One:  Out of the darkness of grief and despair comes a message of hope. 
All:      For Easter Day is here! 
One:   We run to the tomb to see for ourselves. 
All:      For Easter Day is here!                                                                                                     

One:   We hear a voice call our name, and we know our risen Lord is with us                                                  
 now and always. 
All:      For Easter Day is here!  Let us worship the God of love and hope. For                                                                                 

Jesus Christ is risen today!   
                 
*HYMN  123 
       Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                                                                              Easter Hymn 
                   
WELCOME AND CONGREGATIONAL LIFE SHARED                   Pastor David Gray          

One:   Christ is risen! 
All:       He is risen indeed! 

One:   Christ is risen! 
All:       He is risen indeed! 
One:   Christ is risen! 
All:       He is risen indeed!  

 
PRAISING    

PRAYERS OF ADORATION                                                             Pastor Jong Lee (9:15 a.m.)             

God of grace, you cause the sun to rise and chase away the shadows of death. Now we 
no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of life. 
As we celebrate this triumph, may we also make it the model for our living. Help us to 

leave behind that in our lives which should rightly die: the pain that traps us, the anxious 
uncertainty that confines us, the tired habits that slow us, the fruitless longings that lead 
us astray. Resurrect in our lives faith, hope, and love as surely as you raised Jesus Christ 
from the grave. We believe the good news. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  
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*RESPONSE OF PRAISE & INVITATION TO CHILDREN  

Children are invited, with the permission of their parents, to come forward and sit on 

the Chancel steps for the Children’s Message.     

 

      Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!                                                                             Llanfair                        

Christ the Lord is risen today! Alleluia! All creation, join to say; Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia! Sin, O heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia

 . 

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                               DCYFM Rosanna Howard      

                                                                                                  
Following the Children’s Message, all children are invited to remain with their families  
for the entire Easter worship. Children’s bulletins and activity sheets are available in                   
the Narthex. The nursery is open for children ages 3 and younger. Church school for 
ages 3 - 5th grade will resume next Sunday.  
 
REFLECTING GOD’S LOVE FOR CHILDREN               

      Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!                                                                              Llanfair                       

Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven! Alleluia! Praise to You by both be given; Alleluia! 

Every knee to You shall bow, Alleluia! Risen Christ, triumphant now. Alleluia! 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                                                               Luke  24:1-12  

One:    This is the word of the Lord.  
All:       Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM                                                                                                               Healey Willan  
        Rise up, my love, my fair one                                                                        (1880-1968) 

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away; 
for lo, the winter is past, 
the rain is over and gone; 

the flowers appear upon the earth; 
the time of the singing of birds is come; 
arise my love, my fair one, and come away. 
                                                                                                                  
SERMON                               Easter Hope for Unsettling Times                            David Gray  
 
*HYMN 108                                                   
         Christ Is Alive!                                                                                                            Truro 
 

*Please stand, in body or in spirit. 
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
RESPONSE IN OFFERINGS                                               

Scan the QR code to make an offering or place your offering in the offering 
plate. As we make our offerings, guests are encouraged to fill out the Visitor 
Card or the fellowship pads in the pews; fellowship pads can be passed to 
the end of your row and back so that we might greet each other in our rows 
by name following the service.  
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC                                                                                               René Clausen  
      Set Me As a Seal, from a new Creation                                                                 (b.1953) 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, 
as a seal upon your arm, 
for love is strong as death. 

 
Many waters cannot quench love; 
neither can the floods drown it. 
 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, 
as a seal upon your arm, 
for love is strong as death. 
 
*SUNG OFFERING OF THANKSGIVING           

     *Doxology 592                                                                                           Old Hundredth 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

The congregation may be seated. 

RESPONSE IN PRAYER - EASTER PRAYER  

 
RESPONSE IN PRAYER - THE LORD’S PRAYER                                      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 
 

*Please stand, in body or in spirit. 



 

6 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*HYMN 122  

      Thine is the Glory                                                               Judas Maccabeus 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

SENDING MUSIC                                                                               arr. Rob Booth  

       When the Saints Go Marching In                                                              

 

*PASSING THE PEACE AND JOY OF CHRIST 

 

 

 

 

 

*Please stand, in body or in spirit. 
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One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
Ending hunger, repairing after disasters, and               
promoting the self-development of all people.  
 
Throughout Lent we are receiving the One Great Hour 

of Sharing Offering (OGHS). Gifts to this offering support 

the work of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Hunger, 

and Self-Development of People programs. To make 

an OGHS gift, you can use the envelopes in the pew 

racks. You can also designate “One Great Hour of 

Sharing” on the memo line of a check payable to 

BHPC or on Realm. 
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Preview of April 27 
 

Join Us for Worship | 8:30 a.m. outside  and 10:30 a.m. in-person and online 

Blessing of the Animals at the 8:30 a.m. service -  outside | Preaching - Pastor David Gray 

8:30 a.m.  A more casual service outside 

9:15 a.m. Adult Education in the Lounge and on Zoom. Childcare included. 

10:30 a.m. Our traditional service with music from the Chancel Choir and Church 
School for our little ones through 5th grade.                                                                                                                                      

11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour  

 

Upcoming Adult Education  
 
The Bradley Hills Adult Education Lay Ministry  provides sessions each Sunday from                 

9:15–10:15 a.m. Childcare is provided. 
   
April 27 -  Did Christ come solely for humanity, or did His liberating mission extend to all 

of creation? Did God truly grant us unchecked power and dominion over animals? 

What did John Calvin think of animals? Join us this Creation Care Sunday for a thought-

provoking discussion and an introduction to Animal Theology! We will dive into what the 

Bible says about non-human animals, challenge human-centered views of creation, 

and explore the theme of liberation theology for animals and all of creation. We are 

pawsitively hopping to see you there! Han Setiawan is an academically-trained scientist 

and a PC(USA) ministry inquirer/seminarian under the care of BHPC.  
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EASTER FLOWER DEDICATIONS 
 

LILIES 
Mary and Corky Hickey - In honor of loved ones. 

Denise Diaab. 

Cindy Geer - In memory of Ira. 
Tristam Kruger - Dedicated to Gustav and Helen Kruger. 

Emily Lane - In memory of my parents, Fred and Ann Whisenhunt 
Tracy Rankin - In memory of Timothy Quick and in celebration of Emilia Rose Quick. 

Yoshi and Shizuko Sei - In memory of our loved ones. 

Farrar Lannon - In loving memory of James and Ellen Fitzgerald. 
Don Picard. 

Rosanna Morrison and Family - In memory of Jean and Dick Morrison. 

David and Bridget Gray - In gratitude for BHPC.  
 

AZALEAS 

Carl and Joyce Hunt - In memory of family members. 

70th Anniversary Celebration Dinner Ministry - Dedicated to BHPC 70th Anniversary. 

Ming Hui Tseng and Jeff McCreight - Dedicated to our loving parents and siblings. 

Pat Stocker - In gratitude to Bradley Hills. 

Una Song - To Yo Taik Song. 

Betty Lee. 

Yoshi and Shizuko Sei - In memory of our loved ones. 

Andrew Brodeur and Leslie Morrison - In memory of Sherri Brodeur. 

Melissa Kallas and Ryan Cox - With excitement and gratitude for the baby girl we will                        

welcome this fall.  

 
HYDRANGEAS 

Emily Lane - In honor of my daughters, Lauren and Kristin. 

70th Anniversary Celebration Dinner Ministry - Remembering church members lost during 24-25. 

Ming Hui Tseng and Jeff McCreight - Dedicated to our wonderful daughters. 

Catherine Lutter - In memory of our parents, Ruth and Alfred Lutter / Betsy and Willard McCreight. 

Beth Beisel - In memory of my mother, Betty L. Beisel. 

Stacey and Andrew Milne - In memory of Marcia and Joel Fell and Jay Milne. 

Yoshi and Shizuko Sei - In memory of our loved ones. 

Kathleen Elliott Cyrus Zahraie - In memory of Mike Zahraie, Shirly Jones and our grandparents. 

Norma Parker - In honor of my colleagues fired from USAID. 

Kim Brinkman - In memory of my parents and dear friend, Monica Christensen. 

 
Picture Call | Have you taken pictures of things happening 

at BHPC?  We are inviting folks to take and submit pictures of Holy 

Week and Easter worship, Easter coffee hour or the Easter egg 
hunt.  
 

Send pictures to Beth at beth@bradleyhillschurch.org. 
 

mailto:Beth@bradleyhillschurch.org
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Supporting Those Impacted by Changes in  

Governmental Policy  

BHPC Support for Federal Workers Group | During these anxious, unknown,                       

challenging times, BHPC is offering a support group each Monday for federal workers, both 

in and outside our congregation, to have a chance to connect, and to share thoughts,            
advice, and strategies, and to support each other.  Reach out to David at                                         
David@bradleyhillschurch.org for more information. 

Supporting Refugee Resettlement | With our members’ volunteer and financial         

support, the Interfaith Refugee Family Support Initiative has helped resettle refugee families 
over the last 8 years in co-operation with resettlement agencies such as Lutheran Social                      

Services (LSS). In addition, we have set up 9 apartments for newly arrived refugee families 
ourselves and volunteered with Homes Not Borders to set up many more. 
 

The abrupt termination of federal financial support for refugee resettlement has led to                    
chaos and hardship among newly-arrived refugees. Our Interfaith Refugee Family                            
Support Initiative is appealing to our congregations to help bridge the financial gap left by 

the funding cutoff. Most funds collected will be used to support refugees through Homes 
Not Borders, a registered 501 (c) (3) organization. Some funds may be used to provide                             
direct support to individual refugee families who need assistance.  

 
Please make checks payable to BHPC with REFUGEE 
FUND in the memo line or donate through REALM. 
 
 

Action Forum | We are called to listen, learn, respond, advocate and care for each                       

other. As Pastor David said in his April 6 sermon, we are called to RADICAL EMPATHY. The 

focus for this meeting will be to hear how our BHPC mission partners (and our neighbors) are 
being impacted by the drastic changes that started after the inauguration and which   
continue to make headlines on a daily basis. Our hope is that this meeting will result in     
specific short term and long term recommendations in regard to our mission partners. The 

work is just beginning. Action ideas will need adjustment as circumstances continue to 
change. Thanks to all who attended the Hands Off march on April 5. 
 

PLEASE NOTE THIS RAPIDLY APPROACHING DATE FOR ADVOCACY - On Wednesday, April 23, 
at noon.  FOCUS – HUNGER. This requires advance sign up (recommend no later than April 
21 or 22). Please contact Elizabeth St. John at estjohn20903@gmail.com for the sign-up link. 

This advocacy opportunity is offered by the PC-USA Office of Public Witness, in conjunction 
with Voter Voice.  
 

Next Action Forum Meeting - Sunday, April 27th at noon in the Library. 

mailto:estjohn20903@gmail.com
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Dinner Ministry 
 

For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty, and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in. 

Matthew 25:35 
 

For many years Bradley Hills has fed the hungry through a  ministry with                      
shelters for those who would otherwise be homeless. 

  
We have partnered with Interfaith Works to provide dinner once a month to 
Becky’s House, a shelter for eight women and Lon’s House, a home for eight 

men both located in Rockville. 
  
There are 13 Sign-ups remaining available for 2025 – a simple meal is all that is 
needed – the joy it provides is considerable! 

  
Questions, please contact Jennifer Kline – jennkline0329@gmail.com                      

or  614-802-9537 

Becky’s 

House 
Lon’s House 

Smart Sacks  

Smart Sacks is a family-friendly serving op-

portunity that occurs right after the 10:30 

a.m. service in the Lounge to pack sacks of 

food for families in Montgomery County 

Public Schools who are food insecure. 11:30 

a.m. in the Lounge. (Starts back on 4/27) 

Mission Opportunities at BHPC 

mailto:jennkline0329@gmail.com
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Text Giving                   

Text “BHPC”  

to 73256 

Realm Giving 

 

 

 

 

                    

            

Access the Bradley 

Hills Giving Page 

Cash or Check Giving 

 

 

 

 

 

6601 Bradley Blvd 

Bethesda, MD 20817 

Ways to Give at BHPC 

Mobile Giving 

 

 

 

 

Download the Realm 

Connect App 

www.bradleyhillschurch.org 

Click the GIVE NOW button 

On Easter, this most joyful day for Christians, we celebrate resurrection and new life. We 

also celebrate all your gifts to Bradley Hills, which make today’s joyful services and               

special music possible. Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed!  

https://www.bradleyhillschurch.org/ways-for-you-to-give/
https://www.bradleyhillschurch.org/ways-for-you-to-give/
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Celebrations & Concerns: Please Pray With Us 
 
We hold in God’s healing presence those who are experiencing grief and loss:                       

• The family of Byron Zeigler (Sharon Zeigler’s husband) whose Celebration of Life will 

be held in the sanctuary at 2:00 pm on Saturday, April 26, followed by a reception in 
Memorial Hall. 

• The Celebration of Life for Douglas Rigler will be held on May 18 at 2:00 pm. 

We give thanks to God for joys and celebrations. 
We hold in God’s healing presence those who  suffer pain, ill health or other                       

concerns, including: 

• Lynda Harman who is recovering from a fall. 

• Marcia Hummers for comfort and total well-being. 

• Ben Flowe for total well-being. 

• Todd McCreight for health and well-being. 

We hold in God’s healing presence the suffering people of our world, and all the places 

where people are experiencing hurt and division: 

• All who are feeling anxious related to job loss and/or uncertainty regarding their job. 

• All government leaders for wisdom to govern in best interest and welfare of all the 

people. 

• Safety and compassion for undocumented refugee families.  

• The people of Palestine, Israel, Taiwan, Ethiopia, Sudan, Uganda, Ukraine, and                         

Russia. 

• An end to gun violence; those suffering from mental illness and addiction. 

• Those affected by hate, discrimination, and intolerance in all its forms as we stand in 

solidarity with our Jewish, Muslim, and LGBTQ+ siblings. 
 

Music Note | Healey Willan was born in England in 1880 and his early musical 

world was that of the Victorian English church, characterized by a fondness for                      
plainsong and conservative harmonies. Although Willan came to Canada in 1913 has 

Head of Theory at the Toronto Conservatory, he is particularly known for his work as                          
organist-choirmaster at St. Mary Magdalene’s in Toronto. His compositional style and 
approach to choral training remained “British” to the end of his days, characterized by 
a clear and simple posture: “Music has been my chief delight,” he said, “and if at any 

time I have been able to share this delight with others, I am content.” The anthem Rise 
up, my love, my fair one is from his Three Lady Motets to the Virgin Mary and is among 
his most widely performed works. Replete with fluid rhythms, pleasing harmonies, and                    

gentle chant-like melodies, Rise up serves as a good representation of his liturgical                  
output. 
 
Set Me As a Seal - an excerpt from A New Creation, this anthem is one of the most 

heart-felt settings of the biblical text from the Song of Solomon. Clausen composed this 
piece at his wife’s hospital bedside after childbirth. Musically, the work employs sweet 
harmonies, triple rhythms, and a simple-yet-effective ABA form.  
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Bradley Hills Nursery School | Wishing everyone a Joyous Easter season! As 

our thoughts turn to new beginnings, warmer weather and springtime, our children 
and their teachers are busy exploring all the outdoor areas we love. The school is 

grateful to have such an amazing campus to teach an appreciation of nature to 
our students. We are busy planting marigold and tomato seeds and will care for 
them, observe how quickly they grow, and transplant them into our Children’s     

Garden when the weather warms. 

BHPCNS is a play based preschool program for 2, 3, 4, and 5 year-old children with 
a strong emphasis on supporting each child’s social-emotional development in an 
age appropriate way. We are filling up fast for the 2025-2026 school year. For more                                   

information about our school or to arrange a tour, please call 301-365-2909 or email 
us at BHPCNS@yahoo.com. You can also check out our website at 
www.bhpcns.org! 

Get Involved at Bradley Hills 
Worship  

Worship at 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 8:30 a.m. Worship (in-person) |Covenant Hall 

      10:30 a.m. Worship (in-person & online) | Sanctuary 

Adult Education & Small Groups 
Adult Education |Sundays at 9:15 a.m. -10:15 a.m. in the Lounge or on Zoom 

Bible Study | Wednesdays at 2 p.m. on Zoom | Discussion of upcoming scripture 

Mission  
Becky’s House & Lon’s House | Make a one-time meal for eight. 

Feeding Families | Collaborating with Faith Presbyterian Church in Anacostia. 

Smart Sacks | Pack sacks of food for families in need. | 11:30 a.m. every Sunday in 

the Lounge 

Children, Youth, & Family Programs 
Childcare | Children 3 and under at 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Church School | Sundays at 10:45 a.m. after the Children’s Message  

 Pre-K to Kindergarten | 1st to 2nd Grade | 3rd to 5th Grade 

Youth Group | Sundays at 12:00 p.m. in the Youth Lounge 

Baby and Me | Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m. in the Crib Room  

Music 
Chancel Choir | Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary  

Lantern Chorale | Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. in the Choir Room                                                                          

Alleluia Singers | Sundays at 11:45 a.m. in the Choir Room  
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Sign-Ups for Flower Dedications 
 

 
Scan the QR code to the left or contact Kristen Abbott or the Flower 
Guild if you are interested in dedicating flowers in honor or in memory 

of  someone. Each dedication costs $65.00. All proceeds go to funding 
the Flower Guild and Sunday morning flower arrangements. 

Connect  ▪Celebrate  ▪Nurture ▪Serve  ▪Steward 

Interested in Staying Up-to-Date on BHPC? Get Connected! 
Interested in staying connected and informed about BHPC? Contact 

our Office Manager at kristen@bradleyhillschurch.org, and ask her to 

add you to our weekly email list. 

Our Staff 
 

Senior Pastor                      David Gray                             david@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Associate Pastor                                         Denise Diaab                                              denise@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Director of Music                                         Matthew Robertson                              matthew@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Director of Children, Youth                        Rosanna Howard                                    rosanna@bradleyhillschurch.org 

& Family Ministries 

Director of Financial                                   Jan Spencer                                                     jan@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Ministries 

Facilities Manager                                      Farid Beltran                                                   farid@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Office Manager                                          Kristen Abbott                                             kristen@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Coordinator of External                             Beth Beisel                                                      beth@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Communication 

Coordinator for Spiritual Life                      Gail Brown                                                        polserbrown@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Counselors                                    Samantha Steinfield              samantha.steinfeld@imagocenterdc.com              

                                                                      Tory Joseph                                    victoria.joseph@imagocenterdc.com 

Nursery School Director                              Liz Sobrino                                                                   lsobrino@bhpcns.org 

                                                                                                                                                                         301-365-2909  

Friends Club Director                                  Ken Silverstein                                             ken@friendsclubbethesda.org 

                                                                                                                        (301) 469-0070 

 

Sextons - Juan Mendez, Leonel Bruno, Juan E. Mendez and Jorge Miranda 

Child Caregivers - Nora Mendez, DelCarla Shorter and Liz Allen 

Parish Associates - Wally Harman and Jong Mi Lee 

Director of Music Emeritus - Donald S. Sutherland  

Section Leaders—Marie Marquis (soprano), Kaytlin Withers (alto), Brynn Farlow (tenor), Steven Slupe (bass) 

 

 

tel:3014690070
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Worship Schedule 
Services at 8:30 & 10:30 am 

 

April 27| Blessing of the Animals | 8:30 a.m. outside 

                10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Preaching:  Pastor David Gray  

May 4| One Service at 10:30 a.m. 

Preaching:  Barbara Brown Taylor 

May 11| 8:30 a.m. at the cross, 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Preaching:  Pastor David Gray  

May 18| 8:30 a.m. at the cross, 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Preaching:  Pastor Denise Diaab  

May 25| One Service at 10:00 a.m. (through Labor day) 

Preaching:  Pastor Jong Lee  

June 1| Communion  

               10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Preaching:  Pastor David Gray  

June 8 | Pentecost 

                10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Preaching:  Pastor David Gray  

June 15 | 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Preaching:  Pastor David Gray  

 

 

 

 

 

 

bradleyhillschurch.org 

6601 Bradley Blvd. ▪ Bethesda, MD 20817 ▪ 301-365-2850 

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m. to 1  


