
 

     

Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church 

Music Sunday 

October 19, 2025 

 10:30 a.m. Worship 



 

2 

A Special Welcome 

Thank you for joining us for worship today! 

 We hope that the presence of the Holy Spirit and the warmth of Christ’s love 

are gifts to you as we worship God together. We encourage you to explore our          

bulletin, fill out a Visitor Card or the red fellowship pad at the end of your pew, and 

take home a welcome folder found just outside the Sanctuary.  

 We are a caring community of friends who come from a variety of                             

backgrounds to seek God in this place. We are united by our faith in Christ, our 
care and nurture of children and families, our love of learning, our appreciation of 
music and worship, our passion for service, and our desire to deepen our spiritual 

lives. Bradley Hills is a safe place to ask the deep questions of life and a community 
that embraces each spiritual journey. 

 We seek to be a welcoming witness to the love of Jesus Christ. We believe 
that diversity in our membership--different ages, genders, ethnicities, abilities, races,      
sexual orientations, ideological and theological beliefs, and experiences - is an         

important strength. We come from a variety of denominational backgrounds and 
from around the world. We are all God’s children, united by God’s love. 

 Childcare is available for infants and toddlers ages 3 and under in our nursery. 
All children are welcome to grab an activity board and children’s bulletins for the                   
service. 

 We hope we have a chance to greet you and get to know you. There are a 

lot of  exciting activities happening at BHPC that we would love for you to be a 
part of. If we can share any information about the church or be of support to you in 
any way, just let us know. We invite you to explore our website at 

www.bradleyhillschurch.org.  

 

In Christ’s hope, 

David Gray, Senior Pastor | david@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Get Connected | Explore Membership 
 
BHPC is excited to welcome you to our growing community.  Pastor David will be 

available to meet with families or individuals interested in connecting more at BHPC or 

exploring membership.  Just email David to set up a time or connect with David after 

the service.  

http://www.bradleyhillschurch.org
mailto:david@bradleyhillschurch.org


 

 3   *Please stand, in body or in spirit. 

 

GATHERING TOGETHER 
                                                                             
GATHERING MUSIC   

      My Song Shall Be Alway of the Lovingkindness                        George Frideric Händel  
I. Sonata  

                                                                    

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                      Seminarian Han Setiawan                                                                        

One:    We sing of God’s steadfast love,  
All:       And proclaim God’s faithfulness to all generations:  

One:    The faithfulness that grows a seed into a great shrub;  
All:       the faithfulness that welcomes birds of the air.  

One:    The faithfulness that provides sturdy branches for the nests that are built.  
All:       God’s faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. God’s steadfast love is                

   established forever.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

One:    Righteousness and justice are our foundation  
All:       And God’s eternal love and faithfulness abide with us.    

 
*HYMN 276 

        Great is Thy Faithfulness                (vs. 1-2)                                                    Faithfulness 
 

WELCOME AND CONGREGATIONAL LIFE SHARED                                Han Setiawan                

One:     I lift my eyes to the hills, from where will my help come?                                                             
All:        My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

 

MINUTE FOR MINISTRY                        Stewardship                                             Jana Coffey 

 
CONFESSING AND PRAISING 

  
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION                                          

We’ll share a kinesthetic prayer this morning, praying with our whole selves - mind, body, 
and heart. You are encouraged to listen and follow the leader’s invitation, or remain in a 

prayerful posture.  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One:   Friends, believe the good news.   

All:        In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.                                                                                               
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*RESPONSE OF PRAISE & INVITATION TO CHILDREN  

Children are invited, with the permission of their parents, to come forward and sit on 

the Chancel steps for the Children’s Message.     

*HYMN 276 

      Great is Thy Faithfulness                (vs. 3)                                  Faithfulness 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;  
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,  

Blessings all mind, with ten thousand beside.   
  
Refrain:  
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!   

morning by morning new mercies I see;  
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;  
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!  
 

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                DCYFM Rosanna Howard                                                             
      
Kids ages 3 years old to 4th grade are invited to Church School during the 

10:30 a.m. service. Parents may pick up their children upstairs in the 
education hallway.  
 

REFLECTING GOD’S LOVE FOR CHILDREN               

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON     

                                                                                                                            Psalm 89:1-18  

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD THROUGH MUSIC  

     My Song Shall Be Alway of the Lovingkindness                        George Frideric Händel                                 
II: Soprano Solo and Chorus (Psalm 89: 1 + 5)  

My song shall be alway of the loving kindness of the Lord.  

With my mouth will I ever be showing thy truth  
from one generation to another.  
The heav'ns shall praise thy wondrous works  
and thy truth in the congregation of the saints.  

 
     III + IV: Tenor Recitative and Aria (Psalm 89: 6-8)  

For who is he among the clouds that shall be compared unto the Lord?  

And what is he among the gods, that shall be like unto the Lord?  
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 God is very greatly to be feared in the counsel of the saints,  
and to be had in reverence of all that are round about him.  

O Lord, God of hosts, who is like unto Thee?  
The truth, most mighty Lord, is on ev’ry side.  

 
    V: Alto and Bass Duet (Psalm 89: 11)  

The heav’ns are Thine, the earth also is Thine,  
Thou hast laid the foundation of the round world.  
  

           VI: Chorus (Psalm 89: 14)  
Righteousness and equity are the habitation of Thy seat.  
Mercy and truth shall go before Thy face.                                                                                   
        

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

RESPONSE IN FAITH  (unison) 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit,   

everywhere the giver and renewer of life.   

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,   

sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,   

and binds us together with all believers   

in the one body of Christ, the Church.   

The same Spirit   

who inspired the prophets and apostles  

rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,   

engages us through the Word proclaimed,  

claims us in the waters of baptism,  

feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,   

and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.   

In a broken and fearful world  

the Spirit gives us courage  

to pray without ceasing,  

to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,   

to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,   

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,  

and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.   

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,   

we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks   

and to live holy and joyful lives,  

even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,   

praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”   

With believers in every time and place,  

we rejoice that nothing in life or in death  

can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
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RESPONSE IN OFFERINGS   

 

CALL FOR THE OFFERINGS                                             

Scan the QR code to make an offering or place your offering in the offering 

plate. As we make our offerings, guests are encouraged to fill out the Visitor 

Card or the fellowship pads in the pews; fellowship pads can be passed to 

the end of your row and back so that we might greet each other in our rows 
by name following the service.  
 

OFFERTORY                                                                                 

      My Song Shall Be Alway of the Lovingkindness                        George Frideric Händel  

VII. Soprano Aria (Psalm 89:15)  
Blessed is the people, o Lord, that can rejoice in Thee.  
They shall walk in the light of Thy countenance.  
 

       VIII: Chorus (Psalm 89:16)  

Thou art the glory of their strength. Alleluia.  

 

*SUNG OFFERING OF THANKSGIVING           

     *Doxology 592                                                                                               

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

RESPONSE IN PRAYER - THE LORD’S PRAYER                                     

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 
 

*Please stand, in body or in spirit. 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 
*HYMN 209  

     My Song Forever Shall Record                                                St. Petersburg 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

SENDING MUSIC 

       Sonata in C Major, HWV 577                                                     George Frideric Händel  
 
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
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Special Note | Pastor David and Pastor Denise are traveling today, returning to the 

office tomorrow.  

A Music Note | This morning’s setting of verses from the first half of Psalm 89 was                

written by Georg Frederic Händel while he was the composer-in-residence for the Duke 

of Chandos, whose court in Cannons (north London) supported the work of several                       
notable artists and writers. While Messiah and later oratorios are Händel’s best-known 
settings of scripture, he composed an additional thirty or more pieces of English church 
music during his life including an early set of instrumentally accompanied Chandos                

Anthems written between 1717-18. The resources of the court were modest and Händel 
worked creatively with the small group of singers and instrumentalists at his disposal, 
sometimes recycling and repurposing earlier compositions to meet the demands of his 

patron. 
 
Händel was decidedly more cosmopolitan and trendy than his contemporary J.S. Bach 
and not as disciplined a student of scripture, yet Händel’s sacred music communicates 

the heart of sacred text with immediacy and depth. Why he chose Psalm 89 isn’t clear, 
perhaps a request of his patron or a connection to political or social rupture of the                     
moment. He doesn't set the whole psalm, avoiding the second, foreboding half of it 
completely, and selecting evocative verses that offer creative musical possibilities. 

While the piece feels like a study for a later, more developed work, what Händel                 
composed is a uniquely expressive way of hearing the psalm proclaimed. And its words 
are a timely reminder of God’s abiding love and compassion, and the call to faithful, 

merciful, and ethical leadership at every level. 
 
The anthem begins with a vigorous instrumental sonata, then a solo soprano affirms the 
lovingkindness (hesed or faithful love) of God, with the chorus joining to declare God's 

wondrous works in joyful counterpoint. The tenor soloist steps forward with a question in 
recitative form, then reminds us that God should be approached with reverence and 
respect. The crisp, rhythmic accompaniment of the instruments adds dramatic flair to 

the expressive, angular vocal line.  
 
Alto and bass soloists offer a sweet, expressive duet with arcing gestures in the strings 
offering something of a musical evocation of the “round world.” The chorus then enters 

dramatically, without introduction, to remind us that righteousness and equity are                  
central to God’s authority. Garlands of melody, punctuated by the text rhythm from the 
opening phrase give way to “mercy and truth” and a conclusion in an unexpected 

key.  
 
The soprano soloist returns with an echo of the opening movement, exhorting us to walk 
in God’s way with melodic swoops and leaps. A final, rousing chorus offers a vigorous 

affirmation of her words and a joyful Alleluia.  
 
 - Paul Vasile, Interim Director of Music 
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Preview of October 26 
 

Join Us for Worship | 8:30 a.m. outside and 10:30 a.m. in-person and online 

8:30 a.m. - Regular service (with music) 

10:30 a.m. - Stewardship Sunday | New Members Join | Preaching: Pastor David Gray 
 

8:30 a.m.  A more casual service outside in the cross garden 

9:15 a.m. Adult Education in the Lounge and on Zoom. Childcare included. 

10:30 a.m. Our traditional service with music from the Chancel Choir and Church School for our 

little ones through 5th grade.                                                                                                                                      

11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour  
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Adult Education - October 
 
Adult Education meets at 9:15 a.m. in the Lounge and on Zoom. Childcare is provided. 
 
 
October 26 - The Reverend Lynette Ross will share insights from her service with                                   

congregations that advocate on behalf of the marginalized, underrepresented, or                     
oppressed. She will focus on the challenges the LGBTQIA community faces today and 

explore what the Church can do to support them. Pastor Ross left a successful career in 
corporate management to attend Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist 
University, where she earned her M.Div. and then entered the ministry. She has served in 
several positions, but particularly noteworthy are her time as Senior Pastor of Cathedral 

of Hope—Houston, United Church of Christ; and, after a very brief retirement from that 
role, Pastor Ross was called to serve as Associate Pastor of Bering Church—which is 
Houston's inner-city Church that has long maintained an outreach to the LGBTQIA                  

community, but which left the United Methodist Church (after 150 years) to join the far 
more affirming United Church of Christ.  
 

Join via Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 872 5427 9672  Passcode: 505554  

 

Being Part of Worship | As we enter the new   

program year, we would like to encourage                           

community members to be a part of worship.  If 

you would like to read scripture or lead a call 

to worship some Sunday, contact Pastor David or 

Pastor Denise.  
 

Tech Request | The Adult Education Lay                

Ministry is  seeking volunteers to assist with setting 

up Zoom technology for the adult education                       

programs on Sundays. This requires a short hands-

on training introduction and a willingness to serve 

periodically (between 8:30 and 10:15.)  Please 

contact Carol Starr if you have questions and/or                  

can help.  
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ICPC Book Discussion: Tuesday October 28                                                                   

7:00 p.m. in Covenant Hall                                                                                      
The Undocumented Americans by Karla Cornejo Villavicencio 

This is an opportunity to get to know members of BHPC, BJC, and 

MIIC better by reading and discussing a book about a timely                           

subject. This book is written by one of the first undocumented                        

immigrants to graduate from Harvard. Cornejo Villavicencio traveled across the                   

country to capture the accounts of undocumented Americans who have been                      

stereotyped, abused, and considered expendable. The stories she tells are not                                   

deferential or naively inspirational but show the full spectrum of emotions that infuse 

the day-to-day lives of her subjects. (The book was a National Book Award Finalist.) 

For more information, please contact Marilyn Allen, BHPC; Karen Levi, BJC;                                              

Laurie Mabile, BJC; or Shaheen Khan, Maqaame Ibrahim Islamic Center                                

(MIIC) at ICPC6601@gmail.com. 
Register here: 

mailto:ICPC6601@gmail.com
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Smart Sacks | A Family-Friendly Serving                         

Opportunity 
  
Smart Sacks is a family-friendly serving opportunity 
that occurs right after the 10:30 a.m. service in the Lounge 
to pack sacks of food for families in Montgomery                           

County Public Schools who are food insecure. We need 

volunteers to: 
  

• Help us Set Up on Sunday mornings: We 

need volunteers to help set up the Smart Sack stations before the assembly. Volunteers 
will need to be able to do some lifting in order to help with set up. 

• Help us Pack and Assemble the Smart Sacks: An opportunity for the whole family! 

Join us immediately after the 10:30 a.m. worship service to pack and assemble the 
sacks that will go to the families for the following weekend. 

• Help us Deliver assembled Smart Sacks: We need volunteers to deliver food during 

the week to designated public schools. Volunteers who would like to deliver will also 

need to be able to do some lifting as well. 
  
Interested in joining the Smart Sacks Team? Contact Elaine Henderson or Jim Kettler 

during the Smart Sacks assembly time after the 10:30 a.m. worship. 
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Reflections: Works for Cello by Bloch,                   

Weinberg, Chopin 

Sunday, November 9, 2025 | 5:00 pm 

Amit Peled, cello 

Stefan Petrov, piano 

Hailed by the New York Times for his “glowing 
tone, seductive timbre and an emotionally                     
pointed approach to phrasing that makes you 

want to hear him again,” Israel cellist Amit Peled 
returns to Bradley Hills Presents with pianist Stefan 
Petrov for a concert full of Eastern European flair! 

Recent performances include venues including Carnegie and Alice Tulley Halls, the      

Lincoln Center, Wigmore Hall, and the Konzerthaus, Berlin. 
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Action Forum on Sunday, October 26, 2025, 11:45 AM-1:00 PM in the Library 

All are welcome to uphold one another in a few targeted initiatives to step up as              
Christians for equity, inclusion, truth. The focus will include 1) reports on bearing witness 
(Ministry of Presence, the protests, and launching an oral history project on how the  

federal cutbacks affect our members and mission partners) and 2) education                               
advocacy. Education advocacy has emerged as our major emphasis because it 
touches on and supports justice, anti-racism, democracy, serving the disabled, and 

building community. 

A light lunch will be served. 
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A Note from Stewardship | This stewardship season we celebrate the joy of our 

church’s ministry to all our generations. Please consider how you can support that                              
ministry with your pledge of financial support for 2026, as well as with your time and          

talent volunteering to play a greater part in leading worship, supporting the Christian  
education program, or serving on a lay ministry.  

We have begun planning for the 2026-2027 school year.        
Current families of the preschool and BHPC community 

members receive priority placement when registering 
their child(ren). Our play-based program, taught by                               
loving teachers, is the ideal first school experience for 
your child. 

To learn more about us or to schedule a tour visit our 

website at www.bhpcns.org,  call the office at                                    

301-365-2909, or email us at info@bhpcns.org. 
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Celebrations & Concerns: Please Pray With Us 
 
We hold in God’s healing presence those experiencing loss and grief including: 

• The family of Bill Davis (Ellen Gagne’s husband) whose Service of Witness to the                       

Resurrection will be held at 1:00 p.m. in Covenant Hall on Sunday, November 2,                   

followed by a reception in Memorial Hall.  
We give thanks to God for joys and celebrations including: 

• A warm welcome to Lori Denise Cox who was born on October 15. Congratulations to 

new parents Melissa Kallas & Ryan Cox and grandparents Lou & Pat Kallas. 

• The wonderful music provided by GenOUT Youth Chorus at the 10:30 worship on                      

October 12. 

• A very successful Day of Service. Thank you to everyone who came to help. 

We hold in God’s healing presence those who suffer pain, ill health, and/or other concerns                                   

including: 

• Those injured, having procedures of any kind, hospitalized, facing surgery, being                    

treated for chronic illness, cancer, ALS, or Parkinson’s, awaiting medical tests and/or 
results, receiving hospice care, and/or isolated from the community. 

• Betsy Scroggs for healing and complete recovery from surgery on October 16. 

• Issy (Corbin Campbell’s friend’s daughter) for healing and full recovery. 

• Ed for healing and well-being. 

• Violet for healing and well-being. 

• Jessica Bello (Brian Bello’s mother) for healing and well-being. 

• Sharon Griffith, Ben Flowe, and Dick Tustian for health and well-being. 

We hold in God’s healing presence the suffering people of our world, and all the places 

where people are experiencing war, hurt, and division including: 

• All the employees affected by the shutdown of the federal government including                 

potential permanent loss of employment and/or benefits. 

• All those who recently graduated and are anxious about securing employment. 

• Restraint and grace by those in authority. 

• The future of the church. 

• Peace in the Middle East through a peace proposal that benefits all the people. 

• The people of Gaza who are in dire need of food and humanitarian aid. 

• The hope for an end to gun violence. 

• The welfare of our country. 

• Those affected by hate, discrimination, and intolerance in all its forms as we stand in 

solidarity with our Jewish, Muslim, and LGBTQ+ siblings. 

• The people in Sudan, Palestine, South Korea, Syria, Israel, Taiwan, Ethiopia, Uganda,              

Haiti, Ukraine, and Russia. 

• Those recovering from addiction. 

• Those suffering from mental illness. 

• Those who are caregivers. 
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Fall at Bradley Hills 
Worship  

Worship at 8:30 a.m. | In Covenant Hall 

Worship at 10:30 a.m. | In the Sanctuary and online 

Adult Education & Small Groups 
Adult Education | 9:15 a.m. in the Lounge and on Zoom 

Bible Study | Wednesdays at 2 p.m. on Zoom  

Mission  
Becky’s House & Lon’s House | Make a one-time meal for eight. 

Smart Sacks | Sundays at 11:30 a.m. in the Lounge 

Feeding Families | Pack and distribute groceries in  Anacostia 

Children and Family Programs 

Childcare | Children 3 and under at 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Church School | Sundays at 10:45 a.m. after the Children’s Message  

 Pre-K to Kindergarten | 1st to 2nd Grade | 3rd to 5th Grade 

Baby and Me | Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m. in the Crib Room.   

Youth Group | Sundays at Noon in the Youth Lounge 

Desserts and Devotions | Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Kitchen 

Confirmation Class | Select Sunday evenings at 5:00 p.m. in the Youth Lounge           

Music 
Chancel Choir | Thursday at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Alleluia Singers | Sunday from 11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary  

Lantern Chorale | Thursday from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.  

 

We welcome this mornings guest instrumentalists:  

 

Oboe: Stephen Key 

Violin: Sonya Chung, Asa Zimmerman, Karin Kelleher 

Cello/continuo: Atticus Mellor-Goldman 
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Sign-Up for Flower Dedications 

  
Scan the QR code to the left or contact Kristen Abbott or the Flower 
Guild if you are interested in dedicating flowers in honor or in memory 

of someone. Each dedication costs $65.00. All proceeds go to funding 

t he  F low er  Gu i ld  and Sunday  morn ing  f low er                                                        

arrangements. 

Connect  ▪Celebrate  ▪Nurture ▪Serve  ▪Steward 

Our Staff 
 

Senior Pastor                      David Gray                             david@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Associate Pastor                                         Denise Diaab                                              denise@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Director of Children, Youth                        Rosanna Howard                                    rosanna@bradleyhillschurch.org 

& Family Ministries 

Director of Financial                                   Jan Spencer                                                     jan@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Ministries 

Interim Director of Music                            Paul Vasile                                                      paul@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Facilities Manager                                      Farid Beltran                                                   farid@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Office Manager                                          Kristen Abbott                                             kristen@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Pastoral Counselors                                    Samantha Steinfield              samantha.steinfeld@imagocenterdc.com              

                                                                      Tory Joseph                                    victoria.joseph@imagocenterdc.com 

Nursery School Director                              Liz Sobrino                                                                   lsobrino@bhpcns.org 

                                                                                                                                                                         301-365-2909  

Friends Club Director                                  Ken Silverstein                                             ken@friendsclubbethesda.org 

                                                                                                                        (301) 469-0070 

Sextons - Juan Mendez, Leonel Bruno, Juan E. Mendez and Jorge Miranda 

Child Caregivers - Nora Mendez, DelCarla Shorter and Liz Allen 

Parish Associates - Wally Harman and Jong Mi Lee 

Director of Music Emeritus - Donald S. Sutherland  

Section Leaders—Marie Marquis (soprano), Brynn Farlow (tenor), Steven Slupe (bass) 

 

 

Interested in Staying Up-to-Date on BHPC? Get Connected! 
Interested in staying connected and informed about BHPC? Contact 

our Office Manager at kristen@bradleyhillschurch.org, and ask her to 

add you to our weekly email list. 

Flower Dedication | From Amy DeCourt, in celebration of all the lives molded by 

BHPC over 70 years.  

tel:3014690070
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Worship Schedule 
8:30 a.m. (Covenant Hall) and 10:30 a.m. (Sanctuary) 

 

October 26 | Stewardship Sunday | Preaching: Pastor David Gray |                                   
             New Members Join 

 

November 2 | All Saints Sunday | Communion | Preaching: Pastor David Gray 

 

November 9 | Dedication Sunday | Preaching: Pastor David Gray 

 

November 16 | Interfaith Sunday 

 

November 23 | Christ the King Sunday | Preaching: Pastor Denise Diaab 

  

November 30 | First Sunday of Advent | Preaching: Pastor David Gray 

  

December 7 | Second Sunday of Advent | Communion |                                                

                       Preaching: Pastor David Gray 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

bradleyhillschurch.org 

6601 Bradley Blvd. ▪ Bethesda, MD 20817 ▪ 301-365-2850 

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m. to 1  


