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A Special Welcome 

Thank you for joining us for worship today! 

 We hope that the presence of the Holy Spirit and the warmth of Christ’s love 

are gifts to you as we worship God together. We encourage you to explore our          

bulletin, fill out a Visitor Card or the red fellowship pad at the end of your pew, and 

take home a welcome folder found just outside the Sanctuary.  

 We are a caring community of friends who come from a variety of                             

backgrounds to seek God in this place. We are united by our faith in Christ, our 
care and nurture of children and families, our love of learning, our appreciation of 
music and worship, our passion for service, and our desire to deepen our spiritual 

lives. Bradley Hills is a safe place to ask the deep questions of life and a community 
that embraces each spiritual journey. 

 We seek to be a welcoming witness to the love of Jesus Christ. We believe 
that diversity in our membership--different ages, genders, ethnicities, abilities, races,      
sexual orientations, ideological and theological beliefs, and experiences - is an         

important strength. We come from a variety of denominational backgrounds and 
from around the world. We are all God’s children, united by God’s love. 

 Childcare is available for infants and toddlers ages 3 and under in our nursery. 
All children are welcome to grab an activity board and children’s bulletins for the                   
service. 

 We hope we have a chance to greet you and get to know you. There are a 

lot of  exciting activities happening at BHPC that we would love for you to be a 
part of. If we can share any information about the church or be of support to you in 
any way, just let us know. We invite you to explore our website at 

www.bradleyhillschurch.org.  

 

In Christ’s hope, 

David Gray, Senior Pastor | david@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Get Connected | Explore Membership 
 
BHPC is excited to welcome you to our growing community.  Pastor David will be 

available to meet with families or individuals interested in connecting more at BHPC or 

exploring membership.  Just email David to set up a time or connect with David after 

the service.  

http://www.bradleyhillschurch.org
mailto:david@bradleyhillschurch.org


 

 3   *Please stand, in body or in spirit. 

GATHERING TOGETHER 
 

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP  
 
CARILLON PEAL 
 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION                                                        
                                                                             
GATHERING MUSIC                                             Sonya Subbayya Sutton, organ                                                                  

     Kommst du nun, Jesu, vom Himmel, BWV 650                                                    J.S. Bach  
                                                                                                                                         
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                Pastor Denise Diaab                                                

One:   The people who walked in darkness 

All:       have seen a great light; 

One:   Those who lived in a land of deep darkness 
All:      On them light has shined. Thanks be to God. 
  

*HYMN  276 

        Great Is Thy Faithfulness                                                                                   Faithfulness 
 
WELCOME AND CONGREGATIONAL LIFE SHARED                     Pastor David Gray  

One:     I lift my eyes to the hills, from where will my help come?                                                             
All:        My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

 
CONFESSING AND PRAISING 

 
In unison. 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION                                            

Almighty God, we confess that we have not been faithful to you in our thoughts and 

actions. We have been selfish in our desires and quarrelsome in our relationships. We 

have allowed fear to divide us from those who seem different and let distrust separate us 

from our siblings. Shine your light into our darkened hearts. Save us from our divisive 

ways. Unite us in the same mind as Jesus Christ who dwells with you and the Holy Spirit in 

perfect harmony.  
 

Silence for personal confession. 
 
             One:    We pray. 

All:    Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS     

One:   Friends, believe the good news.   

All:        In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.                                                                                               
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*RESPONSE OF PRAISE & INVITATION TO CHILDREN  

Children are invited, with the permission of their parents, to come forward and sit on 
the Chancel steps for the Children’s Message.     

      Glory to God                                                   From the Lima Liturgy (Peru)  

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                 

Children (pre-k through fifth grade) are invited to exit the sanctuary for 
Church School. If this is your child’s first time at Bradley Hills, please 
accompany them out to meet their teacher in the Gathering Space.  
  
REFLECTING GOD’S LOVE FOR CHILDREN               

        This Little Light of Mine 

 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 
 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 

 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                                     Matthew 5:43-45; Luke 23:34                                                                      

One:   This is the word of the Lord.  

All:       Thanks be to God. 
 

 

*Please stand, in body or in spirit. 



 

 5   *Please stand, in body or in spirit. 

ANTHEM                                                                                                   Carl DuPont, director  

      Order My Steps                                                                                             Glenn Burleigh  
Order my steps in Your word, dear Lord. Lead me, guide me everyday. 

Send your anointing Father, I pray. Order my steps in Your word,  
Please order my steps in Your word. 
 
SERMON                                              The Way to Love                                    Denise Diaab 
 
*HYMN  

      They'll Know We Are Christians By Our Love  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                    
  

 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

6 *Please stand, in body or in spirit. 

 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
RESPONSE IN OFFERINGS   
 
CALL FOR THE OFFERINGS, TITHES AND PLEDGES                                 

Scan the QR code to make an offering or place your offering in the offering 

plate or basket, make a pledge through Giving Now or under the                              

Stewardship section of the website. As we make our offerings, guests are                       

encouraged to fill out the Visitor Card or the fellowship pads in the pews;   

fellowship pads can be passed to the end of your row and back so that we 
might greet each other in our rows by name following the service.  
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC    

    Hope                                                                                                               Ysaye Barnwel  

If we want hope to survive in this world today, then every day we’ve got to pray on 

(...teach on  ...work on  ...march on  ...sing on)  
 
*SUNG OFFERING OF THANKSGIVING          

       Doxology 591                                                                                                Old Hundreth                                    

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 
RESPONSE IN PRAYER - CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS 

 
 
 

 
 

In unison. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                     

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                                                      

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
  
*HYMN 354 

      Guide My Feet                                                                                             Guide My Feet 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

Response for Concerns:  

One:  Lord, in your mercy, 

All:  Hear our prayers. 

Response for Celebrations:  

One: With thanksgiving,  

All: We praise the Lord. 
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SENDING MUSIC 

       Concerto, BWV 595                                                                                               J.S. Bach  
 
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 
 
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Preview of January 25 
 

Join Us for Worship | 8:30 a.m. in Covenant Hall and 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary and online 

Preaching - Pastor David Gray | Ordination of Officers 
 

8:30 a.m.  A more casual  service in Covenant Hall 

9:15 a.m. Adult Education meets in the Lounge and on Zoom 

10:30 a.m. Our traditional service with music from the Chancel Choir and Church School for 

our little ones through 5th grade.                                                                                                                                      

11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour  
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Sign-Up for 2026 Flower Dedications 
  
Scan the QR code to the left or contact Kristen Abbott or the        
Flower Guild if you are interested in dedicating flowers in honor or in 

memory of someone. Each dedication costs $65.00. All                   

proceeds go to funding the Flower Guild and Sunday morning                

flower arrangements. 

 
Church School Teachers Needed  
 
We are primarily searching for folks to 

serve as an assistant or second adult 

role.  If someone has Godly Play                        

experience, other options may  exist.   
 
Please reach out to Rosanna at                                                

rosanna@bradleyhillschurch.org if                     

interested. 

 

 

A Music Note  
 
 We're grateful to welcome guest musician Carl DuPont to worship this morning. He is 

an artist, innovator, and educator dedicated to Transformational Inclusion in the arts 

and Care of the Professional Voice. A graduate of the Eastman School of Music 

(BM), Indiana University (MM), and the University of Miami (DMA), Dr. DuPont                         

currently serves as an associate professor at the Peabody Institute of the Johns                 

Hopkins University. There, he has developed a course on art song by African                   

American composers, co-chairs the Culturally Inclusive Task Force, and serves on the                 

Anti-Racism, Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Committee. He also creates and leads                

dynamic workshops in the private and public sector as a guest faculty member of 

the Johns Hopkins University Carey School of Business Executive Education team.  
 
We're also grateful to welcome pianist, organist, and conductor Sonya Subbayya   

Sutton to the organ bench. She has enjoyed a 40+ year career as a musician in the 

Episcopal Church. She is also the Music Director of the World Bank/IMF Chorus, and 

frequently collaborates with other instrumentalists as an accompanist and chamber 

musician.  
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Upcoming Adult Education  

January 25 | Artificial Intelligence and the Bible? Join us to examine how artificial                  

intelligence can influence our understanding of the Bible. Dianne Whitaker and Clint 

Kelly return to the story of the Prodigal Son: Luke 15:11-32 and ask artificial intelligence 

to predict how the story plays out after a year has passed. 

February 1 | Bradley Hills opens Black History month with a special discussion by Kevin 

Sack about his book,  Mother Emanuel.  The book received universal acclaim: 

 ONE OF THE NEW YORK TIMES’ TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR • A 

sweeping history of one of the nation’s most importan t                      

African American churches and a profound story of courage and 

grace amid the fight for racial justice—from Pulitzer Prize–winning 

journalist Kevin Sack. 

“A masterpiece . . . a dense, rich, captivating narrative,                    

featuring vivid prose . . . expansive, inspiring and hugely                        

important.”—The New York Times (Editors’ Choice) 

“Race, religion, and terror combine for an extraordinary story of 

America.”—Eddie S. Glaude, Jr., bestselling author of Begin Again 

A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR: The New York Times Book Review, NPR, Kirkus Reviews 

 The book is not required reading for this session, but Carol Starr will lend you a copy of 

the book if you would like to borrow it.  If you are interested, contact her 

at carstarr@gmail.com. 

 

Service Opportunity | Looking for a new way to serve in 2026? 

One of our Smart Sacks schools, Sargent Shriver Elementary School 

in Silver Spring, has a volunteer opportunity for you! The school will 
begin a new after school reading tutoring program (Tuesday or 
Thursday from 3:45-4:45 p.m.) for students in grades 1-5 in early                    
February for the second semester. 
 
Please contact Elaine Henderson at eelnc@aol.com if you have            
interest in this fun way to make a difference for 1 hour per week. 
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Register for Lenten Small Groups | Lenten Small Groups will be held from                   

February 20 – March 29, 2026. 
 
The primary resource will be Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor’s book Learning to Walk in the 

Dark. During Lent we will accompany Rev. Taylor on “her journey to understand  

darkness… teaching us how to find God even in darkness and giving us a way to let 

darkness teach us what we need to know." 

 
Options: There are 5 options of the traditional 6-week sessions, and 2 options for a 

section which will meet for 3 weeks. 
 
Traditional 6-week options 

• Sun 7:00 pm-8:30, In-person at facilitator’s home                         

(weekly 2/22-3/29) 

• Sun 7:00 pm-8:30, Zoom (weekly 2/22-3/29) 

• Tues 11:00 am-12:30, In-person at BHPC (weekly 2/24-3/31) 

• Wed 11:00 am-12:30, In-person at BHPC (weekly 2/25-3/25) 

New 3-week options 

• Sun 4:00 pm-5:30 pm, In-person at BHPC (weekly 2/22-3/5) 

• Sun 4:00 pm-5:30 pm, Zoom (weekly 2/22-3/5) 
 
Please send Pastor Denise your 1st and 2nd choices no later 

than February 1st. 



 

 11   
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A Stewardship Note | Here we are, marching joyfully into BHPC’s 71st year of 

ministry in Bethesda! As we move forward in mission, service and faith, the support 

of our family in making pledges allows Bradley Hills to plan our paths of aid and 
support to so many projects, both in our church and in God’s world outside. It’s 
never too late to pledge to God’s missions. Just pledge on Realm, contact 
jan@bradleyhillschurch.org or fill out a pledge card from the literature rack in the 

Narthex and drop it into the mail or the offering plate. Every gift counts!  

You are invited to shop for your children/grandchildren at 
our Scholastic Book Fair January 26th-January 30th from 

8:15am-9:30am and 11:15am-1:00pm each day. Help 
spread the joy of reading and create lifelong                               
readers with a book. 

BHPCNS registration process for our 2026-2027 school year 

has begun. Members of BHPC receive special registration 

consideration. To learn more about BHPCNS, our                           

affordable rates, our registration process, and so much 

more, call us at 301-365-2909 or visit our website at 

www.bhpcns.org                                                                                                               

www.bhpcns.org. 
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Celebrations & Concerns: Please Pray With Us 
 

We hold in God’s healing presence those experiencing loss and grief, including: 

• The family of Mary Hickey (Corky Hickey’s wife) whose Service of Witness to the              

Resurrection will be held in the sanctuary on Sunday, February 1, at 1:00 p.m.,                
followed by a reception in Memorial Hall. 

• The family of Ron Mentzer (Rosanna Morrison’s father) on the passing of his wife    

Peggy on January 7. 

• The family of Broderick Bello (brother of Brian Bello) who died on Sunday, January 

11. 
We give thanks to God for joys and celebrations, including: 

• The beautiful music of the Bradley Ringers in worship on Sunday.  

We hold in God’s healing presence those who suffer pain, ill health, and/or other                          

concerns including: 

• Those injured, having procedures of any kind, hospitalized, facing surgery, being 

treated for chronic illness, cancer, ALS, or Parkinson’s, awaiting medical tests and/or 

results, receiving hospice care, and/or isolated from the community. 

• Ed Everitt for health and well-being. 

• Margaret and Kristine Yeager who are being treated for significant burns. 

• Carol Frenkel for healing and full recovery from shoulder surgery on January 13. 

• Andy Wolvin for health and well-being. 

• Donald Southerland for health and well-being (cards for Donald may be sent to 

their home). 

• ·Greg Urban, Kornelia Nagy-Koppany, Peg Flowe, Ben Flowe, Jeanne Tustian, Dick 

Tustian, Sharon Griffith, Graydon, Jeanne, Marcie, Helen, Ed, and Violet for health 
and well-being. 

We hold in God’s healing presence the suffering people of our world, and all the places 

where people are experiencing war, hurt, and division including: 

• The family of Renee Good who was killed in Minneapolis and for the safety and   

welfare of the people of Minnesota. 

• Those affected by hate, discrimination, and intolerance in all its forms as we stand in 

solidarity with our Jewish, Muslim, and LGBTQ+ siblings. 

• All those experiencing food and housing insecurity. 

• The welfare of our country; that those in authority lead with integrity considering all 

the people. 

• Peace in the Middle East and Ukraine that benefits all the people and an end to 

gun violence. 

• The people in Sudan, Palestine, Israel, South Korea, Syria, Israel, Taiwan, Ethiopia, 

Uganda, Haiti, Ukraine, Russia. And Venezuela. 

• Those recovering from addiction and/or those suffering from mental illness. 

• Those who are caregivers and those traveling. 
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Winter at Bradley Hills 
Worship  

Worship at 8:30 a.m. | In Covenant Hall 

Worship at 10:30 a.m. | In the Sanctuary and online 

Adult Education & Small Groups 
Adult Education | 9:15 a.m. in the Lounge and on Zoom 

Bible Study | Wednesdays at 2 p.m. on Zoom  

Lenten Small Groups | February 19-April 5 | Daytime and Evening | In-person and              

Zoom groups 

Grief Support Group| 3rd Thursday | 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

Mission  
Becky’s House & Lon’s House | Make a one-time meal for eight. 

Smart Sacks | Sundays at 11:30 a.m. in the Lounge 

Feeding Families | Pack and distribute groceries in Anacostia 

Children and Family Programs 

Childcare | Children 3 and under at 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Church School | Sundays at 10:45 a.m. after the Children’s Message  

 Pre-K to Kindergarten | 1st to 2nd Grade | 3rd to 5th Grade 

Youth Group | Sundays at Noon in the Youth Lounge 

Desserts and Devotions | Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Kitchen 

Music 
Chancel Choir | Thursday at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Alleluia Singers | Sunday from 11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary  

Lantern Chorale | Thursday from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.  
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Our Staff 
 

Senior Pastor                      David Gray                             david@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Associate Pastor                                         Denise Diaab                                              denise@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Director of Children, Youth                        Rosanna Howard                                    rosanna@bradleyhillschurch.org 

& Family Ministries 

Director of Financial                                   Jan Spencer                                                     jan@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Ministries 

Interim Director of Music                            Paul Vasile                                                      paul@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Facilities Manager                                      Farid Beltran                                                   farid@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Office Manager                                          Kristen Abbott                                             kristen@bradleyhillschurch.org 

Pastoral Counselors                                    Samantha Steinfield              samantha.steinfeld@imagocenterdc.com              

                                                                      Tory Joseph                                    victoria.joseph@imagocenterdc.com 

Nursery School Director                              Liz Sobrino                                                                   lsobrino@bhpcns.org 

                                                                                                                                                                          301-365-2909  

Friends Club Director                                  Ken Silverstein                                             ken@friendsclubbethesda.org 

                                                                                                                           301-469-0070 

Sextons - Juan Mendez, Leonel Bruno, Juan E. Mendez and Jorge Miranda 

Child Caregivers - Nora Mendez, DelCarla Shorter and Liz Allen 

Parish Associates - Wally Harman and Jong Mi Lee 

Director of Music Emeritus - Donald S. Sutherland  

Section Leaders - Marie Marquis (soprano), Natalia Kojanova (alto), Brynn Farlow (tenor) 

 

 

 

 

  

Connect  ▪Celebrate  ▪Nurture ▪Serve  ▪Steward 

Inclement Weather Policy 
  
Meetings: If Montgomery County Schools are closed or cancel afternoon/ evening / weekend 

activities, scheduled activities and meetings in the BHPC building are typically cancelled.       
Worship will be handled separately. If there is an adverse weather event, but conditions                        
improve enough to allow for evening meetings, you will hear directly from the pastors or lay 

ministry leadership about those meetings. If you have any questions, please call the church 
office or email the pastors. 
  
Church Offices: If Montgomery County Schools Administrative Offices are closed or open late, 
our church office will be closed or open late. If there is an adverse weather event, please call 

the church office first before coming in to ensure someone is here to meet you.  
  
Worship: Pastor Gray will make a determination regarding worship services. Every effort will be 

made to hold worship as scheduled, but please use your judgment for safe traveling. We will 

attempt to update the church website if a change needs to be made, but calling the church 

office to check on worship is a good idea in case of bad weather. 

tel:3014690070
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Worship Schedule 

8:30 a.m. (Covenant Hall) and 10:30 a.m. (Sanctuary) 
 

January 25 | Preaching: Pastor David Gray | Ordination of Officers 

 

February 1 | Communion | Preaching: Pastor David Gray 

 

February 8 | Preaching: Pastor David Gray | Annual Meeting 

 

February 15 | Preaching: Pastor David Gray 

 

February 18 | Ash Wednesday | Preaching: Pastor Denise Diaab 

 

February 22 | First Sunday of Lent | Preaching: Pastor David Gray 

 

 

 

      

 

bradleyhillschurch.org 

6601 Bradley Blvd. ▪ Bethesda, MD 20817 ▪ 301-365-2850 

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m. to 1  

Interested in Staying Up-to-Date on BHPC? Get Connected! 
Interested in staying connected and informed about BHPC? Contact 

our Office Manager at kristen@bradleyhillschurch.org, and ask her to 

add you to our weekly email list. 


