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David Gray, Senior Pastor

Dear friends,

Thank you for a most special year for BHPC. In 2025, we celebrated what God
has done through Bradley Hills for 70" years. It started as a dream when a
community was founded originally in 1900 as a Sunday school. Clara Bliss Finley

and several women gathered on Easter Sunday to teach their children the faith.
Then in 1955, 70 years ago, when folks looked to relocate at the same time that

the Presbytery was seeking to form a worshiping community here in Bethesda, they met and formed a church
here on Bradley Blvd.

In 2023 our session passed a strategic plan which called for the church to celebrate its 70th year in 2025.
Inspired by the ways the number 70 plays out in the Bible.

We remembered those people and moments we have experienced together and have brought our church to
the place it is today. On January 12, 2025, we celebrated the spiritual symbolism of the BHPC sanctuary. On
February 23, former pastor, Susan Andrews, preached. On April 6, we recognized Donald and Phyllis
Sutherland during the 50th anniversary recognition of our sanctuary organ. May 3 was a most special 70th
Anniversary Dinner Celebration. Cliff Ty and his team did an amazing job. The Spirit was alive that evening,
for sure, as included at the festive gala were Art and Ann Hall’s daughters and many others. The next morning,
Barbara Brown Taylor preached and led adult ed. Over the summer we lifted voices from the present in
helping lead worship. On September 21, our Welcome Back+ brunch, led by Deacons and families, was an

intergenerational delight.

As a congregation, you engaged your faith in important ways. We confirmed 20 youth, baptized two dozen+
kids, and more than 30 youth participated in our missional and spiritual trips last year. Our worship attendance
and financial health both grew in important ways in 2025. We celebrated the lives of cherished disciples who
returned home to God this year. We had important missional impacts in helping those in need in our
community, supporting each other through federal layoffs, pushing back in action against public actions that
were not in line with our faith in a moral and compassionate God, and continuing to grow our interfaith

witness.

Now as we begin 2026, we are looking to where God is leading us for the future. To be as sustainable and

impactful as we can be.
All along the way, you made deep friendships with each other.

For Bridget and me and Andrew, Brendan, Cam and Ellie, what an incredible congregation you are! A special

group.



God is among you. You have been blessed as a community by the presence of the Lord in this place for 70
years. And that has carried you. Our community has faced significant challenges, but all along the way, God
has been faithful. And you have been faithful.

| give thanks for what God has done through our church. And God is not done with us yet! Looking forward
to what God has in store for us in 2026.

It’s such a deep joy being a pastor in ministry among you. May God bless each of you, dear friends. See you at

church.

In Christ’s love,

Denise Diaab, Associate Pastor

It was almost noon when I left my office to retrieve something from the printer
for the afternoon Blue Christmas service. As | reached the narthex, the church
door opened and there she was. | had not seen her since her husband’s memorial
service in May. Tears of joy flooded my eyes as | hugged her—telling her | was so
glad to see her. What a difference a year made.

Christmas 2024 she was in the hospital badly bruised with several broken bones. Two days before her
husband’s memorial service, shortly after she and her son had brought items to BHPC for the reception, a
driver slammed into their car on the passenger side. Healing was a slow process. Now, there she was, walking

cane-free, glowing healthy color, and she had driven herself.

In that moment, [ instantly felt the blessing and privilege | have of being able to walk the journey,
companioning with the Bradley Hills (BHPC) family amid not just the challenges, but also the celebrations,

of our daily lives.



Care and Connection

| continued to provide support to the pastoral care ministries of the church. Thank you, Board of Deacons
and Visiting Team. We are deeply grateful for how the members of these ministries care for the congregation.
One of the most meaningful expressions of pastoral care by the deacons is the memorial reception they
organize and host to provide families the freedom to fellowship with friends and family following the
memorial service. The Visiting Team demonstrates the love of Christ by sharing the gift of presence to
members on a one-on-one basis. | continued to facilitate the Grief Support Group for those who were
mourning the loss of a loved one and to write the Expressions Prayer Chain.

Social/Racial Justice

As Session Liaison for Mission Coordination Lay Ministry, | attended a workshop, “Mission: More Than
Good Intentions,” which provided new insights and tools that will be helpful for the 2026 goal of evaluating
BHPC’s missional activities to effectively address needs, based on resources, to achieve meaningful

outcomes and desired impacts that align with BHPC values.

This year, 13 members and | attended Allyship Training, sponsored by National Capital Presbytery (NCP),
which raises awareness of one’s areas of privilege and provides skills on how to become an ally for people of
color who do not enjoy the same privileges. As a follow-up to the Allyship Training, | also attended the
NCP-sponsored Clergy Cohort Workshop “Anti-Racism as a Way of Being.” As part of the Racial Justice
Coordinating Committee (RJCC), Don Picard and I volunteered to recruit a team to co-facilitate the writing
of the BHPC Antiracism Policy which Session adopted in November. Much gratitude to all the volunteers
for their contributions and faithfulness to the process.

Spiritual Development and Faith Formation

Christine Valters Paintner’s book, A Different Kind of Fast, introduced Lenten Small Groups to several
spiritual practices and invited us to “fast” from such activities as multitasking and rushing and embrace full
presence to the moment, slowness, and pausing. Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor’s book, An Altar in the World,
helped Fall Small Groups to connect with the Divine through everyday activities. To introduce the labyrinth
as a spiritual practice, prepare for church’s annual Labyrinth Walk on the First Sunday of Advent, and to
encourage use of BHPC’s newly refurbished labyrinth, | invited the congregation to attend a recorded
presentation by Labyrinth expert Charles Bernstein to learn about the symbolism, mysteries, and sacred

geometry of the world-famous Chartres Cathedral labyrinth.

BHPC’s weekly Bible Study focuses on the scripture the pastor has selected for the upcoming Sunday
sermon. This year, we successfully introduced a plan to use lessons from the Horizons Bible Study series as
an alternative to canceling Bible Study when the pastor isn’t preaching. The first series was “God’s Promise
—I Am with You” included lessons about God’s presence when we feel uncertain, powerless, and

discouraged.



Early in 2025, members of the congregation who live at Asbury and in Germantown expressed interest in
starting an in-person Bible Study. Mary and Corky Hickey volunteered to host. We met twice in October.
Those in attendance expressed the desire to continue meeting once a month. Prior to each meeting [ would
ask Mary what | could bring and she would say, “We’ll take care of everything.” That was Mary—generous,
kind, warm, welcoming. Radical hospitality personified. Thank you, Mary, for helping to make the goal of an
in-person Bible Study at Asbury a reality.

“I know that when we come together in 2026 something beautiful will happen as we are encouraged by each
other’s faith.” (Romans 1:12)

In Christ’s love and hope,

k‘ QNABR_

Paul Vasile, Interim Director of Music

It was a year of transition for the music ministry of Bradley Hills Presbyterian
Church with the departure of Matthew Robertson in June. The congregation and
choirs expressed deep gratitude for his leadership and stepped boldly into a

season of transition.
During the summer months, steady musical leadership was provided by guest

organists, the Summer Choir, and section leaders. Special thanks to congregation

members Annabel Hunter, Hananiel Setiawan, and Bill Perry for enriching

summer worship with their musical gifts. | also had the opportunity to lead

worship and introduce myself to the congregation in late June and July.
On September 1, | officially began serving as the Interim Director of Music and Organist and the past months

have been a joyful blur of music making for all ages. Highlights include:

e The faithful, skilled leadership of the Chancel Choir, who enrich worship with their weekly musical
offerings. The choir added several new singers to the alto, tenor, and bass sections and we welcome
others. JudyAnn Webster continues to serve as the Choir President and does a beautiful job creating
moments of connection and celebration for the group. And special thanks to Marilyn Alberts who
continues to organize the choral library.

¢ Talented Section Leaders who support the Chancel Choir and enrich the congregation’s life with solos
and special musical offerings. I’'m especially grateful to Marie Marquis, Kaitlin Withers (spring)/Natalia
Kojanova (fall), Brynn Farlow, and Steven Slupe for their consistency and care in this transitional season.

¢ The intergenerational joy of the Bradley Ringers, as ringers ranging from age 11 to 97 collaborate to
prepare a monthly handbell offering. The group works hard and demonstrates impressive amounts of 6

persistence, patience, and grace. New ringers are always welcome.



¢ Ambitious musical offerings from the Lantern Chorale, which rehearses on Thursday afternoons. This
intrepid trio of middle school singers continue to grow in musicianship and confidence, enriching the
community’s musical life with their vocal and instrumental gifts.

¢ Joyful singing from our youngest voices, the Alleluia Singers, as they continue to learn songs and hymns to
enrich their faith, as well as foundational skills to encourage a lifelong love of music. While the group’s
offerings have been less frequent on Sunday mornings, a faithful group of families meets after worship every
Sunday.

¢ The musical participation and engagement of the Congregation have been noticeable, both in worship and in
conversations with individuals throughout the week. BHPC is a community with remarkable appreciation for
music and I’'m grateful for the ways you've welcomed different learning practices, musical traditions, and

perspectives.

Bradley Hills Presents continues to enrich the wider community with excellent concerts and musical events.
This fall featured internationally celebrated organist James O’Donnell and Baltimore-based cellist Amit Peled.
Musical excellence and warm hospitality are hallmarks of the series and special thanks go to Margaret Rick
who has chaired the Bradley Hills Presents committee and organizes volunteers to serve as box office staff,

ushers, and reception hosts.

Serving as your Interim Director of Music and Organist has been a joy and a blessing and | am grateful for the
warm welcome you've extended. | pray this season of transitional leadership helps you see the remarkable gifts
and skills present in the BHPC community. As the search committee continues their patient discernment
work, [ trust God is guiding you to someone who will serve with the energy, creativity, love, and skill that

community is seeking for the years ahead.

May God continue to bless and strengthen the witness of BHPC. And may the music ministry always inspire

the congregation to offer heartfelt praise and prayer to our loving Creator.

Respectfully submitted,

ft it Vb,






