
 

 

September 2026 

A Newsletter for the Congregation of Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church 

Expressions    
Nurturing our Spiritual Life 

Summer is often a time when I’m able to refocus my 

prayer life in preparation for the year to come.  As I’ve 

been in prayer these last few weeks, I’ve been reflecting 

on four things about our human condition. One is that 

we each have a spiritual core.  A soul.  A part of us that 

connects deeply with God and is our most authentic self.  

Secondly, that we all face challenges. These last few 

weeks I’ve been caring for my father and helping our 

family in Ohio navigate some choppy waters regarding 

the future.  Third, that we have a God, who loves us 

dearly.  That God who created us, sustains us during 

those challenges and, ultimately, redeems us, bringing us 

back to God‘s self.  Fourth, that such knowledge can give 

us hope. 

We are all soulful creatures. That means that we are                   

spiritual beings.  Saint Augustine wrote that we are                           

ultimately restless until we find our rest in God.  Along 

with the Psalmist, I affirm that we yearn for the living 

God.  As we navigate the world around us, we each have 

the opportunity to allow the Spirit to draw us closer to 

the living God. 

A few weeks ago, I sat alone in a chapel, to pray.  I read 

the popular Psalm 42, as I often do.  It honors the                          

soulfulness of each of us.  But I read a bit further that 

morning.  To Psalm 43.  It’s a Psalm that honors the 

challenges of life.  When I came to its conclusion, I saw 

that the ending of Psalm 43 lifts up the four points I had 

been reflecting upon.  That we have a soul.  That we 

have challenges.  That we have God.  That such 

knowledge can give us hope.  

The Psalmist asks, “Why, my soul, are you                                                        

downcast?  Why so disturbed within me?  Put your hope 

in God, for I will yet praise God, my Savior and my 

God.”  I have been praying that phrase the last few 

weeks.  And it has given me hope. 

We have accomplished a lot together at BHPC over the 

last year, especially 

in the first part of 

2026.  We moved 

forward on our 

strategic plan’s 

“steward and                    

celebrate” goals in 

significant 

ways.  We are well 

positioned as we move into the future as a result.  This 

program year we will return to the other three goals of 

our strategic plan.  As we seek to connect, serve and            

nurture.  We will be exploring, during this next year, 

ways we may connect our gifts to God’s church.  We will 

seek to expand the avenues and opportunities through 

which we can serve the world.  And I hope that this fall 

you’ll join us as we seek to nurture our spiritual lives. 

Our souls are called to magnify the Lord through                      

worship, and we’ll do that as we return to our beautiful 

sanctuary with our new floor. 

You’ll see in this newsletter ways to get more involved in 

deepening your spiritual life.  We have been given the 

word of God as a gift. We invite you to Bible study, and 

to read the word of God as you seek to strengthen your 

spiritual life.  I love praying the prayer chain that Pastor 

Denise carefully puts together.  I have found that praying 

the prayer chain is a deeply spiritual activity.  It allows us 

to realize that while we all have challenges, that we all                  

also have a soul and a God who loves us and walks with 

us towards hope.  

As the fall begins and so many of our programs get going 

once more, see what calls to you.  See where God may 

be calling you to honor your soul and enrich your                                

spiritual life this fall at Bradley Hills.  I look forward to 

walking alongside you, and to seeing you at church. 

 

In Christ,  
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Learning at Bradley Hills 

Adult Education - September 

September 13 | Courtney Shea, NBC News Election 

Night Analyst, Senior Vice President at Ipsos, and a               

dedicated Bradley Hills member, will address how news 

organizations cover U.S. elections. She will provide a                         

behind-the-scenes look at how major news organizations 

use exit polling to explain vote results on election night. 

She will also discuss how news organizations determine 

the winner of races while votes are still being counted. 

September 20, 27, and October 4 | Dr. R. Bruce 

Douglass (and close friend of Bradley Hills,) Director 

Emeritus, Reformed Institute of Metropolitan                      

Washington and former Chair of the Department of                  

Government at Georgetown University will be presenting 

a three-part series: 

REFORMED POLITICAL THOUGHT IN THE 

“POSTIST” ERA 

In the aftermath of World War II, Reformed 

Protestants participated actively in the creation of a world 

that departed dramatically from the one they had                        

previously known in a number of notable respects. The 

colonial empires the European powers had created in                           

other parts of the world were successfully challenged and 

overcome, for example, and that created a whole new set 

of geopolitical dynamics. So did the rise of the new                     

Communist “bloc” in Europe—and beyond. Not only did 

this lead to a military standoff that lasted for decades, but 

it also gave rise to a global ideological struggle that left 

few countries unaffected. As Europe recovered from the                         

devastation the Great Depression and the war had                   

inflicted on it, moreover, it was not long before most of 

the affected nations achieved dynamic industrial                    

economies that delivered unprecedented prosperity. 

This economic “miracle” happened elsewhere in the                          

industrialized world (including the USA) and once that 

happened, it was not long before the whole “developed” 

world began moving in a “post-industrial” direction. And 

with that came an ongoing series of                                     

changes in the way of life of those nations that over time 

distanced them ever further from the one the post-war 

generation had known. They departed so much from the 

way of life they had inherited, in fact, that there was even 

talk of the coming of a “post-modern” era. 

These developments presented political challenges that 

were in some ways formidable as the ones the industrial 

era had brought.  They prompted a                               

rethinking of certain important themes in the Reformed 

political tradition by its adherents that brought yet                        

another new chapter in its development. Though the 

figures who took part in this rethinking were inclined to 

build on the foundation laid by their industrial era                   

predecessors (such as Karl Barth and Reinhold                       

Niebuhr), it soon became evident that they needed to 

break fresh ground if they were to address the challenges 

of their own day effectively. 

• September 20 | Decolonization and the rise of the 

“Third World” 

• September 27 | The triumph of “liberal” democracy 

• October 4 | Secularization 

Dr. Douglass never fails to enlighten and remind us 

about how our faith has addressed the challenges of the 

past and the similarities and differences to those of                          

today. 

Join Each Sunday from 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. 

in the Lounge or on Zoom 

Childcare available 
 

Zoom Link: 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting ID: 895 5975 0457 

Passcode: 297575 



 

 4  

Bradley Hills   ▪  Embracing Journeys   ▪  Engaging Faith 

Upcoming Events 

The Dismantling Racism Team of NCP Invites YOU to Allyship Training   
 

Saturday, November 7, 2026 
9:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

National Presbyterian Church 
4101 Nebraska Ave NW 

 

Led by Whitney Parnell, CEO and Founder of Service Never Sleeps, these sessions will provide helpful definitions, 

invitations to self-mirroring, and active ally education involving the CLAIM acronym: Care, Learn, Act, Influence, 

and Maintain. The workshops teach individuals about the causes of social injustice, how to be effective allies for                 

marginalized communities, and how to actively influence and educate others. Our VIRTUAL time together will                   

include small-group practice with breaks intermittently throughout our learning. Come ready to “try on” the Ally 

Training strategies from Service Never Sleeps. 

Bible Study on Zoom | September 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 

Bible Study continues this fall.  Join us by Zoom at 2:00 p.m. to discuss 

scripture with Pastor David and/or Pastor Denise. You do not need to 

be a member of Bradley Hills to attend our Bible Study classes.                   

Everyone in the community is invited!    

                                                                                                                                                                                        

Contact Kristen Abbott at the Church Office for the Bible Study Zoom link. 

Scan the QR 

code to register: 
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Interested? Register by September 4. Email Denise at denise@bradleyhillschurch.org 
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Music 

Upcoming Fall Music 

Fall is a great time to get involved in one of our many musical ensembles. If 

you are interested in joining or learning about any of Bradley Hills’ musical                            

ensembles, please contact Gunner Chancey, Director of Music at                             

gunner@bradleyhillschurch.org. 

 

The Chancel Choir | The Chancel Choir sings each Sunday at the 10:30 a.m. 

worship service during the program year (September to May), as well as for special services throughout the church 

year. Weekly rehearsals resume on Thursday, September 3 from 7:30 to 9 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  We’ll begin      

singing regularly in worship, starting on Sunday, September 13th.  All are welcome. We’re also happy to welcome 

those who would like to make a shorter-term singing commitment.  

 

Bradley Ringers | The Bradley Ringers are a handbell choir of mixed ages. They offer music a number of times 

each year, using a three-octave set of Schulmerich English handbells. We’ll learn ringing fundamentals and prepare 

an easy piece to play the next morning. All are welcome, even if it’s your first time!  Keep an eye on weekly emails 

and the bulletin for the first rehearsal. 

 

      Come make a joyful noise with us this fall. We’re excited for all that this new season of music will bring.  
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Announcing the 2026/2027 Concert Series 

The Whiffenpoofs of Yale 

Saturday, October 17 | 7:30 pm 

Bradley Hills Presents is excited to kick off our 2026-27 season 

with the return of The Whiffenpoofs, one of the world’s oldest  

and best-known collegiate a cappella groups. The “Whiffs” sing a                      

mixture of old Yale tunes, jazz standards, and other hits from 

across the decades, including pieces arranged by members of the 

ensemble. Recent Whiffenpoof performance venues have included Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, the White 

House, the Rose Bowl, and Lincoln Center.  

 

The Cello Gang: Around the World in Six Cellos  

Sunday, January 31 at 4:00 pm 
 
Works by Florence Price, J.S. Bach, Katherine Hu, Paul Desenne, Sharon Farber, Queen, 

and Scott Joplin. The Cello Gang is made up of students from Artistic Director Amit 

Peled’s studio at the Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins University. Ranging in age 

from undergraduate freshmen to doctoral candidates, the ensemble brings together                                    

passionate young cellists who regularly perform repertoire written or arranged specifically 

for cello choir. Each work in the program represents the heritage of one of the students, weaving diverse musical       

traditions into a shared voice - an expression of collaboration, love, and unity, and a resonant message of peace in 

challenging times. 
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Nathaniel Gumbs, organ 

Sunday, February 28 | 4:00 pm 

Nathaniel Gumbs is a native of the Bronx, NY and has performed throughout the United States and 

abroad, including Antigua, St. Thomas, Ghana, Paris, and Munich, and is consistently gathering new 

fans and followers. In a review of a recorded performance with bass-baritone Dashon Burton, The 

New York Times described Nathaniel’s playing as “mature, lyrical,  accurate and energetic,” and that 

his performance was presented “deftly and with feeling.” 

Brian Ganz, piano 

Music in Motion: Dances of Granados and Chopin  

Saturday, May 22  | 7:30 pm 

Mission 

SMART SACKS ARE BACK EVEN BIGGER!!! 

Building on our Here for Good campaign goal, the Smart Sacks food mission                

returns this fall with a desire for our church to serve even more families. In                 

order to do succeed we will require more volunteers from the congregation with 

weekly and monthly contributions of time and energy.  

As you plan your goals and commitments for the upcoming school year consider 

choosing one or more of these volunteer jobs: 

In order to succeed we need more volunteers to step up for the three main jobs:  

• ASSEMBLY | All ages | No sign-up required, just show up in Memorial Hall after the service and                                          

help fill the food sacks. 

• SET UP | Adults/ family teams/ high school teams | Arrange the food on tables for assembly before the                 

worship service once every 4 to 5 weeks.  Supervise the assembly immediately after the worship service. 

• DELIVERY | Adults | Drive the food to a Montgomery County School once every 4 weeks. Very flexible               

delivery times. This is a great fit for retirees and  people with hybrid or flexible work hours. 

Prayerfully consider engaging in this mission that helps hundreds of Montgomery families who have food                                  

insecurity needs. Come assemble on Sundays after the service and form a partnership with another Bradley Hills 

friend to do set up or delivery once per month. Contact Elaine Henderson at 231-305-6164 or eelnc@aol.com to 

volunteer or ask questions.   

 

TOGETHER WE CAN! WE’RE HERE FOR GOOD! 

Pianist Brian Ganz returns to Friends of Music to conclude our season with a dynamic                                   

program of dances by Enrique Granados and Chopin. Widely  regarded as one of the   

leading pianists of his generation, Mr. Ganz has made it his mission to join vivid music 

making with warmth and intimacy onstage to produce a new kind of listening experience, in which great works come to 

life with authentic emotional power. 

https://www.concertorganists.com/artists/nathaniel-gumbs/
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Distribute Groceries in Anacostia  

Help Is Needed the Third Saturday Each Month! 

 

BHPC is proud to support Faith Presbyterian Church's monthly "Feeding Fami-

lies" project. The demand is now higher than ever for families in the church's                              

neighborhood. Up to 4-5 BHPC volunteers help Faith's team from 9:00-10:40 

a.m., rain or shine. Volunteers pack 60 grocery bags at the church in Anacostia 

and distribute them on the church property. Adults, families and teens are                         

welcome.  

 

Sign up on Sign Up Genius by scanning the QR code or send an email to Joan Burns, BHPC .                                                                                   

Sign Up to Provide a Meal | For many years Bradley Hills has fed the                

hungry through a ministry with shelters for those who would otherwise be homeless.  

Lon’s House Available Dates | September 14th and December 14th 

 Sign up to provide a meal 

at Lon’s House: 

Mission 

Tutoring Opportunity 

If helping a second grader become a fluent reader by the end of the 

school year is appealing to you, then join the enhanced reading tutoring 

program that Bradley Hills is helping to sponsor with Germantown Global 

Connections, a non-profit specializing in reading literacy. 

 

WHEN |Tuesday OR Thursday afternoon from 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. - Tutoring begins 10/6 

TRAININGS | 2 sessions with options the weeks of 9/15 & 9/22  

WHERE | Sargent Shriver Elementary School - 12518 Greenly St, Silver Spring 

WHY | Second Graders need help meeting reading goals 

HOW TO SIGN UP | Scan the QR code to register for the fall semester 

 

Questions? Contact Elaine Henderson (BHPC) at eelnc@aol.com, 240-305-6164. 
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Stewardship 

COMING SOON: 

THE FALL 

STEWARDSHIP 

CAMPAIGN 

Every September, the                           

Stewardship Lay Ministry gives 

the congregation a preview of 

our upcoming fall stewardship 

campaign. This year, we have 

an especially important story 

to tell. 

In October, we will launch our 2027 campaign,                    

“We Belong Here.” As always, we will invite everyone to                       

prayerfully consider what they can pledge to support the 

BHPC operating budget in the year ahead. 

But this year is different. 

Not long ago, BHPC launched “Here for Good” (HFG), 

an ambitious capital campaign to strengthen our church 

for generations to come. You responded with                             

extraordinary generosity, pledging more than $5 million. 

And you have already contributed more than $1.3                     

million of those pledges. 

So you may be wondering: What now? Are you really 

coming back to us so soon asking for more? 

The answer is yes - but for a very different purpose. 

Our fall stewardship campaign supports the BHPC                 

operating budget for the coming year. That budget 

makes possible so much of what happens here every day: 

it supports our dedicated staff, keeps our building                         

operating, funds programs that educate and inspire us, 

and provides the bulk of our financial support for                           

mission partners. Those needs—and opportunities—will 

continue. 

But HFG changes the picture in important ways. 

In recent years, the Finance Lay Ministry has transferred 

more than $50,000 annually from the operating budget 

to the capital reserve to pay for maintenance and                           

improvements to our building and grounds. When the 

church finished a year with a surplus, those funds often 

went to the capital reserve as well. 

Thanks to your generosity through HFG, we no longer 

expect to need that annual transfer. 

Approximately 20% of HFG contributions will go                      

directly into the capital reserve. This year, those funds 

have already helped pay for the new Sanctuary floor, and 

they will soon help fund needed repairs to our organ and 

upgrades to our audiovisual system. 

Even more significant, approximately 75% of HFG                   

contributions will establish the Todd McCreight Building 

Endowment Fund. These funds will be carefully                      

invested, with the annual investment income directed to 

the capital reserve. Conservative projections give us                

reason to believe that this income can meet our ongoing 

maintenance and improvement needs indefinitely. 

And there is another exciting possibility. 

The remaining HFG contributions will enhance our            

mission expenditures, including our efforts to address 

food insecurity—support that goes beyond what the                

annual operating budget can provide. 

That means your generosity through HFG doesn't simply 

solve today's needs. It helps change what will be possible 

tomorrow. 

Beginning in 2027, we expect that operating-budget                

contributions will no longer need to cover those capital 

needs. Instead, more of the operating budget can be                   

devoted to what happens at the heart of BHPC: more 

and better programs and services for our congregation, 

and greater support for our mission partners. 

So yes, we will ask you to give again this fall. But we do 

so with a new sense of possibility. 
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Children, Youth and Families 

Youth Group 
 

Desserts and Devotion 

Thursdays, 6:30 pm 

Meet in the kitchen. 
 

Youth Group Meeting 

Sundays at noon. 

Meet in the Youth Lounge. 

Church School  
We are excited to be a part of your family’s spiritual formation, and we hope 

you will join us at Church School each Sunday and for our special events!  

During the 10:30 worship, children ages 3–5th grade are invited to head                        

upstairs for Church School. 

         Ages 3–2nd grade | Godly Play      3rd–5th grade: | Club 3–4–5 
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Confirmation Class | There will be no confirmation class this fall.  Stay tuned for more 

info about classes resuming in Fall 2027. 

Vacation Bible School | This summer, our vacation Bible school theme was "Compassion Camp:                  

Under Construction", and we focused on learning that every living thing needs shelter, food, water, air, and                       

community, and how we as a community can have compassion on all of God's creation. We had 48 kids from our 

congregation and wider community participate, along with 40 adult and youth volunteers. Our service project for the 

week was gathering donations and assembling healthy snack bags for Bethesda Help to distribute to school children 

in our area experiencing food insecurity. It was an incredible week filled with recreation, arts and crafts, Bible stories, 

and singing and dancing as we built our compassionate community.  
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We Welcome Your Recommendations for Elder and Deacon 

The BHPC Nominating Committee seeks your recommendations of persons to serve as Elders, Deacons, 

and Nominating Committee members.  Please contact Curt West or Pastor David for more info and to   

submit recommendations. 

 

Bradley Hills Nursery School 

September is not only back-to-school time at BHPCNS; it is also time to VOTE BHPCNS as 

the Best Preschool in Bethesda by Bethesda Magazine.  For the past 4 years, thanks to                   

overwhelming community support, BHPCNS has been named a finalist!  We would love to be 

awarded this great honor again in 2027.  To do so, we need your vote.  Vote for BHPCNS and 

your other local favorites by scanning the QR code. Thank you, in advance, for your support of 

our school.  

This year marks the school’s 69th anniversary!  We welcome students back on  Monday, August 31st.  It’s been a 

busy summer of prepping, and we are ready to kick off another amazing school year.  When we open the doors this 

fall, we will have over 140 students registered with a staff of 40 including specialists, teachers, and administrators.  

We are excited to watch our youngest community members play, grow, and learn over the next 9 months!  

One thing that hasn’t changed over the years is how the children and families of BHPCNS love our play- based              

approach to early childhood education.  We are proud of this approach, our commitment to each child’s                                 

social-emotional development, and the amazing age-appropriate programming our teachers                                     

provide for our students. 

We have limited openings for the 2026-27 school year.  If you are interested in learning more 

about BHPCNS, information, visit our website, www.bhpcns.com, call the office at 301-365-2909, 

or email us at info@bhpcns.org.  
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Join the Visiting Team |Are you looking for a way to serve Christ and build relationships? Please                        

consider joining the visiting team. We are a ministry of connection and presence. We meet monthly for training and 

to provide each other mutual support. Our mission is to share Christ’s love by visiting one person once a month. 

Please reach out to Jennifer Kline at  jennkline0329@gmail.com - (614-802-9537) or Pastor Denise Diaab for more 

information at Denise@bradleyhillschurch.org - (301-365-2850). 

Did We Miss Your Birthday?  

Email Kristen Abbott,  

Office Manager, at kristen@bradleyhillschurch.org  

so we can celebrate with you. 

. 

Happy September Birthdays 

1 Sep Gary Hostetler 

 Laura Taylor                 

2 Sep Carson Miller  

 Joey Willman              

 Kate Smith                    

 Noemi Kang                   

 Eleanor Edwards 

 Stella Soh                  

 Buddy Hummers  

3 Sep Sammie Flowe 

 Luca Limosani 

 Nimona U  

4 Sep Luke Crofoot                 

5 Sep Patrick Fowler  

 Beth Priest                     

 Samuel Quick  

6 Sep Harriet Powell  

 Zach Wheeden      

 Adam Browning   

 Mia Banashak     

  Finley Alderton   

  Derek Drake               

7 Sep  Jack Fowler  

  Sheri Sankey                        

8 Sep    Victoria Le Vie                        

9 Sep    Andy Wolvin    

  Shamus Gleason 

  Casey Fritz  

10 Sep   Margo Vann  

   Elaine Hunt    

   Drew Potashnik  

12 Sep   Melissa Busch 

   Kelley Fong    

   Colin O'Keefe 

   Richard Webster 

   Johanna Campbell  

14 Sep   Thomas Berens 

   Tyler Simpson            

15 Sep   Pat Stocker    

   Liam Crofoot              

17 Sep     Bob Deans    

     Owen Williams 

18 Sep     Sanjay Dhar 

     Emma Wayman 

     Abby Shea    

19 Sep     Kenta Usui                   

20 Sep     Dan Henning             

21 Sep     Jeanne Cordisco 

22 Sep     Elle Geist       

     Maryam Cope                

23 Sep     Laura Browning 

     Maggie Spak                 

24 Sep     Doreen Miller 

     Bradley Watkins 

     Natalie Graves   
     Hannah Wainwright   

25 Sep     Will Stafford 

     Amy DeLouise 

     Kaitlin Engesser 
     Deborah Underhill 

26 Sep    Carol Starr    

    Walter Hill    

    Perry Brown                

27 Sep    Jessica Llewellyn 

    Jane De Angeli 

    Ken Colton            

    Adam Cochrane 

29 Sep   Will Biggs            

30 Sep    Ali Willman    

    Erika Thomas 

    Susan Nordeen 

    Steve Meyer    

    Laura O'Keefe  

    Matthew Papillon 

    Eleanor Drake 

    Isabelle Ng     

    Fredrik Melus 

    Skylar Lay  

 

Connect with Others 

Friends Club 

Friends Club Has Openings 
 
Friends Club (a ministry of BHPC) brings together active gentlemen in the early-to-mid stages of memory loss in a 

caring, safe, fun, and secure environment. They meet Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at 

BHPC.  The program enriches participants’ lives by engaging in active discussions and other activities which bring          

joy and laughter to the members and much needed respite for their caregivers. 

 

To learn more, call Ken Silverstein, Executive Director at 301-469-0070 or email ken@friendsclubbethesda.org. 

Upcoming Memorial Services 
 

September 27 at 12:30 p.m. | Nancy Taylor 

October 11 at 1:00 p.m. | Joyce Hunt 

mailto:kristen@bradleyhillschurch.org
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If you would like to stop receiving a paper copy of the BHX, please email or call Kristen Abbott at 

kristen@bradleyhillschurch.org |(301) 365-2850. Copies of the BHX are also available in the Narthex.. 
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